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, has pleaſed God of his free 
ens Grace, to direct ſomething to a 
9 Subjetof Thine, whom he has 
odeen pleaſed to account faithful 
5 bor that Purpoſe; not for any 
—— Worthineſs in him, but that it 
was his holy Will, according to a former Pre- 
diction, and my Miſſion is to direct it to the 
World, eſpecially to that Part over which God 
in his Providence has made Thee Governour: 
Wherefore, according to my Duty, I offer ta 
Thee the firſt Fruits of theſe my Labours, 
which I Dedicate to Thy Protection. Thy 
poor Subject has done to the utmoſt his Abi- 
lity, and no more can be required; wherefore 
I commit the Reſt of what is to be done to 
Thee, and thoſe Aſſiſtants whom Thou art 
pleaſed to accept, to do as God ſhall be pleaſed 
to direct You by his Holy Spirit. This is ſuch an 
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DEDICATION. 


as pen 5 nobe of thy Predecefſors 
de dcn ty Has 
qualified for it; and if Thou 
art pleaſed to allow it thy favourable Counte- 
nance, I doubt not but it will find Acceptance 
with Thy Council; it is every Man's Bu- 
ſineſs to look to his own Soul's Health, for 
it & ho Man's Buſineſs, in ſuch an Affair, to 
be fell by andther, ſince mo Man can relieve 
nor DG himſelf, much leſs another, in 
Tranſgreffion. There is no other Taſk laid 
upon Man, than to exert himſelf accord- 
ing to his Authority and Ability, by all inno- 
gent Means, to Correct and Piſcountenance 
whatſoever is vicious in Life, or not agreeable 
to the Scriptures.in Religion; the firſt is bad, 
but che laſt is the moſt to be lamented, and 
Thou acting Thy Part in this, as a good 
-hraſtian Prince, way ft induce the Almighty 
to aſtabliſh an everlaſting Crown upon the 
Head of Thee and thy Poſterity, and make 
Thee, and thy happy Poſterity, an everlaſting 
Bleſſing, not 3 theſe Nations, but to all 
che Nations and People upon the Earth. That 
it may pleaſe God ſo to honour Thee, is the 
hearty Prayer of one 


Mbo us thy Faithful Friend and Subject, 


RORRERT KIRKPATRICK. 
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PREFACE 
D of his free Grace has been 


* # 4 . . | * 
A once more pleaſed to give Warn- 


ae „ an undeſerving World 
cee, or if they refuſe, it is le 

p57 bei- 4 Wills, 24 he is alto- 
gether blameleſs of their Perdition, if they will 
take no Warning: but at what Time a Sinner re- 
pents of the Evil of his Ways, the Lord is full of 
Compaſſian, and ready to forgive what is paſt, and 
receive him to Mercy for the Time to come, and even 
to reward him, as if he had merited by his Repen- 
tance,whereas he is ſtill but an unprofitable Servant, 

Wherefore, Friendly Reader, look into thy 


ſelf, for no ather can help in this Caſe, but Chrif 


in thee, the Hope of Glory, to whom apply with 
all holy Obedience whilſt thou haſt Opportunity. 
leſt it be hid from thine Eyes, and when it 1 
too late, thou comes to learn what is briefly di- 
rected by this little Tra, through the Opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God, and the Light of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, ſet forth in order to recommend. 
Reaſon and Truth fo the Werld; thoſe tano great 
and laſt Witneſſes mentioned in the Eleventh of 
the Revelations, inſeparable in themſelves, wit- 
aging to each other againſt an evil World, who 

WAas 


wwe 


en FOI Es mg . gy Ie at 
_ — 


— — 


* N — 


—— — v— 


——— ——— ——L—H —— — — , 7 — — 
. 


wy | 
= the ES AGC Row 
was ſo unapt to receive their 7. of mony, as bar- 
baroufly to kill and crucify them, where their 
Badies have lain dead and buried, neglected and 
ebuſed, and triumphed over ; but to the Ter- 
2 their Adverſary are to revive again and 
rd upon their Feet upon the Earth; which is 
very likely, by this ſmall Warning. They are 7 to 
ke received up to their native Heaven, with all 
thoſe in Company that receiv'd their Teſtimony, 
where tbe Diſobedient cannot come; ſuch as Mug - 
gleton and Reeves, thoſe two arch Decervers, w 
pretended to be thoſe tuo Witneſſes, but brought 
no Evidence from Reaſon or Truth to prove it; 
but if the ingenuous Reader ſincerely peruſes this, 
by the Aſſiſtance of the ſame Spirit by which it 
rs Terit, le will find theſe two Witneſſes agree 
fogether in it, which wall clearly demonſtrate the 
ruth of it: But however it be receiv d, be ſure 
of this, That it is ſincerely intended for the Glory 
of God, and the Good of the World, the Author 
aving no End in View; for being called thereto 
by the Operations of the Spirit of God for ſometime 
before, be durſt not omit it any longer, left be ſhould 
Fave been found guilty of reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt. 
And tho' it may be rejected, caſt out and flouted at 
by many, yet ſome there be, which will bleſs God 
that ever they had the Opportunity of ſeeing it, 
who will look upon it as if Providence had only de- 


An dit for them, which is my fincere Advice to all 
6 


People, left it ſhould prove their laſt Opportunity. 


And that God may be fleaſed ſo to incline. the 


Hearts of all People, is the hearty Prayer, and 
earneſt Deſire of your Author, who is only yours .\ 
| | RK 


in the Lord, 
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Divine Philoſophy. 


CHAP. I. 


HE N God at firſt created the Hea- 
vens, the Earth and Sea, and all 
Things contained in them, it plea- 
ſed him to create the heavenly Be- 
Sl ings, a pure aerial Spirit without a 
ö || Subſtance, gave them Beings wich- 
— out Want, or Need of any Kind of 
material Subſiſtance. 3 
He gave them alſo a Will, and Ability to exerciſe 
their Wills at freedom, only reſerving to himſelf 
the Reins of Government, that they ſhould not 
exerciſe their Wills beyond his Licence. n 
But ſome of them growing Vain- glorious of thoſe 
great and glorious Abilities of Will and Power, and 
not knowing that it was only a Gift, and limited, 
began to envy their Creator, or rather his Bleſſed 
Son, with 4 ught they could claim 
Equality, vainly con- 
ceiting 
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e Rive of Dioins: een 
catitig that ſuch a mighty fair Angel, as Lac 
was, might as well deſerve the Title of Son, as 
he that had it. t | 5 


| {Wherefore it pleaſed the Almighty to ler them 


ut their ambitious Imaginations into practice, that 


oy woeful Experience they might clearly apprehend 
their Miſtake. "1 
But others again, more willing to be ſubmiſſive 
to their great Creator's Will, corfitteredt very rem 
forably, chat ſuppoſe poilibly they cault get the 
Victory, yet they could not be all made Princes, 
and Sonſhip they could not expect by Force. 
Therefore, conſidering that he that made them, 
was beſt able to defend them, they. oppoſed: the 
rebellious Angels, and by the Condud of Afichae!, 
their Prince, put them to a perpetual Overthrow:- 
But the terreſtrial Beings were not made of ſuch a 
pure Air as the other, but of Aix denſifyed into. a 
tangible Subſtance, compoſed of Elements, which 
were not to continue in Number, as they were crea- 
ted, but to procreate and mulriply.one of another. 
The Earth itſelf, is of no eternal Subſtance 
neither will it endure to Eternity; but the 
r Particles of the Air, compacted tegethe b 
the wiſe Maſter-Builder, ' whieh is capable ef Dig. 
lution; for it is compoſed of. fgur Particular He. 
ments, without either of whiel its Inhabitdats'could 
not conſiſt : One of which; namely, Fire, is appoint- 
ed in due Time to deſtroy it, and vedure it to. im 
firſt Nothing, or pure Air again. 
In this Earth, there are, in the firſt Place, general: 
ty two Kinds of Inhabitants, 'vaſthy diſferent in Nas 
ture, which can have no living Convurfatiem one 
with another; the firſt inhabiting the Earth, par- 
kn of all the four Elements, the fecond: is in 
the Water, which has not, nor cannot haue any Cons 
verſation out of it. | 
There are alſo many Creatures that have great 
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verſation both in Earth and Water, and are of a middle 
Nature, but they are generally aſcrib'd to one or 
t' other; but for the particular Kinds of both, Hu- 
man can no ways account for, there being diffe- 
rent Kinds in different Countries, and what is well 
known in one Country, is unknown in another: 
The great Creator has reſerved the utmoſt Bounds of 
that as a Secret to himſelf, as he has done in all his other 
Works and Ways, that the moſt curious Inquiſiter, 
with all his artful inquiſition, ſnall never come to find 
out the Depth of God's Works to Perfection. 

But of all thoſe innumerable Kinds of Creatures, 
tho? exquiſitely curious. in themſelves, and newly come 
out of the Hands of their Maker, there was none 
found on whom God thought fit to ingraft his own I- 
mage, until it pleaſed him to form another Creature, 
called Man, far different in Protraiture from all his 
former Creatures. | 

By reaſon of which Diſtinction, and God's own 
Image, he bears a very perfect Reſemblance of all 
the Reſt of the Creation ; having ſomething to be found 
in him, both of Heaven, Earth, and Hell, which 
was not in his natural Form, until his Transformati- 
on after his Fall. . | 

The heavenly Part is his Reaſon, which no other 
Creature, beſides himſelf, has any Notion of; by which 
he is capable to know what is good in the Sight of his 
Maker, as well as towards himſelf ; and alſo to pro- 


ject in all Caſes concerning his Subjects, which all o- 


ther earthly Things were made to be. 

The earthly Part is the Subſtance of which he was 
made, and over which he is to govern, of which he 
came, and to which he is to return; and in Matters 
celeſtial is a great Lett and Cumberance, however 
truly e in itſelf, for the Purpoſe his Maker 
appointed him. 

he helliſh Part is only caſual of himſelf, thre? 
the Suggeſtions of the 1 2 of the rebellious * 
a no 


10 We Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 
who envied him with a mortal Malice; he being a 


Creature once ſo far inferiour to himſelf in his w] 


Opinion, now to be ſo far before him in Favour. 1 
But the Man himſelf abuſing his own Will to 
which he was left, gave ear to the Tempter, in 
breaking the one Command of his God, that was ſo 

ſmall, and fo eaſy to be kept: Eaſy (I ſay then) be- 


cauſe there was at that Time no Corruption in his 


Nature to incite to Luſt ; but would be a Taſk im- 
ſſible now in this our fallen Eſtate. f | 
So that the Body and Mind, with all the Parts and 

Faculties of both, may truly be ſaid to repreſent all the | 

reſt of the Creation, both humane and divine, and is 

called The little World; on which I might inlarge 
much more, but it is needleſs here, ſo many having 
writ to that purpoſe before. 


— 


. 


HAT God is, or what he is, or his greatneſs, 
| is evident by his wonderous Works, both of | 
Creation and Providence, conſtantly in our View ; | 
we are alſo daily, hourly, and motnently partaking | 
of his miraculous Bounty, without which we could 
not ſubſiſt. Bleſſed be his holy Name, there are very 
few in theſe Nations ignorant of it. | 

But the Way that he has been pleaſed to commu- | 
nicate his divine nature to Man, is a Truth I deſire * 
that the World ſhould plainly underſtand, and freely 
receive, which would be full Satisfaction to the un- 
worthy Inſtrument. And it is this. | 

When God at firſt created Man he ſtamped his own | 
Image upon him; not that God has any viſible Simi- | 
litude particular, for he 1s all and every thing him- | 
ſelf; and of him, and to him, and through him are 
all Things. To whom be Glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen. | 
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fore the Creation; for all that ever was made 
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When God at firſt created the World he had no 
Z Subſtance to make it of; for which he muſt of neceſ- 
# ſity make it of his own almighty Power, which is 
® himſelf. Therefore the World, and all Things there- 
in, and whatſoever it produces, are all real Particles of 
Z himſelf. 


It is not to be ſuppoſed that God was alone, or 


at the 
Creation, or procreated ſince, was as much in the 
View of Omniſcience before, as ſince, and had alſo 
a Being in his eternal Intention, excepting what he 
would not know, for his Juſticeſake ; as ſhall be ſhown. 

But now to the Purpoſe : God having implanted in 
Man a living Soul, which was his own Image ; the 
Produce of that Soul, is Reaſon, which Faculty may 
be juſtly termed, the Communication of God the Fa- 


ther to Man; ſo that no Man can either abuſe or de- 
ny his real Reaſon, but he offers the ſame Indignity 


to the firſt Perſon in the Trinity. 

The ſecond Perſon is communicated to Man by 
Promiſe, which is Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Now ſince there 
is no Way to the firſt Perſon, but by, and thro' the 
ſecond, then whereſoever we deviate from the Truth 
we are out of the Way of Reaſon. There is no divid- 
ing of theſe two, any more than there is of the firſt 
and ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, which are both 
one; for Reaſon is Truth, and Truth is Reaſon ; the 
two laſt great Witneſſes mention'd, Rev. xi. 

It is allowable by all, that this Reaſon was the 
Image that God was pleaſed to imprint upon Man, 
no other Creature partaking of that excellent Facul- 
ty, but Man alone; and without Reaſon there can 
be no Comprehenſion of Truth, and without a right 
Comprehenſion of Reaſon and Truth, we can have 
no Communication with the Spirit of God, which is 
the third Perſon, | IN 
1775 | Ba „„ 
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This Image, thus deſcrib'd, did not only fit us for 
Government, but was to us alſo inſtead of a Law; 


and a ſufficient one it was before the Deprivation of 


our Eſtate in the Fall, which fo far defaced that 


Image in us, as to make the moſt of us, thro? the 


evil Inclinations ingrafted 1n us, to neglect it, or rather 
to reverſe it; turning Reaſon into Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion, and Truth into Falſhood, Prevarication, 
and Diſſimulation. 

For the Law of Reaſon (commonly called the 
Law of Nature) is the Law of all Laws, in which all 
good Order conſiſts ; it is a direct Rule (by ſome cal- 
led the Golden Rule) whereby all Men ought to ſquare 
their Lives and Actions: To do as they would be dane 
by, is the Purport of the whole, and anſwers very 
well to both firſt and ſecond Tables of the Law, 
which Tables are only a Repetition of that firſt Law 
of Reaſon by Particulars, ſince our Deprivation, be- 
cauſe of the dulneſs of our depraved Apprehenſion, 
and our own evil Inclinations. 

For what is more reaſonable than to adore the God 
that made us, and by whom we have our Being: 
would not a Maſter be ador'd of his Houſhold, even 


1 


ſuppoſe it was not in his Power to give them either 


Life or Being? and ſince you would be heloy'd of 


your Seryants, that have no more of you than what 
they earn; why then ſhould not you love your God 
that gives you all Things richly to enjoy? and in fo 
doing you only do as you would be done by. 

God has ſaid, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before 
him: How unreaſonable is it to Worſhip any Thin 
beſides him then? Whatſoever it be, it is but a Piece of 
the ſame Creation with themſelves. How wouldeſt 
thou take it if thou hadſt made any Thing for thy own 
Uſe, and it ſhould refuſe to ſerve thee, but ſhould 
very readily and willingly ſerve ſome Thing elſe, to 
which it owed no Obedience? By the ſame Rule, do 
thou only ſerve that Ggd whole handy Work thou 

art, 
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| art, leaſt thou be done by as thou thyſelt wouldeſt do 


in ſuch a Caſe. 

The ſecond Commandment is only a Diſcovery of 
the Particulars prohibited in the firſt, with an Ac- 
count of God's Love and Care for thoſe who love 
and obey him, and his Abhorrence, Deteſtation, 
and Puniſhment of the Diſobedient, and their Poſteri- 
ty, which is moſt Juſt, and nothing more reaſonable. 

The third Commandment forbids us to take his ho- 
ly Name in vain. What more unreaſonable than to 
abuſe either Name, or Title, or any Thing pertain- 
ing to that Being from whom we have our Being, 
and all Things elſe that we enjoy ? 

The fourth Commandment is to remember the 
Sabbath Day, with all the reaſonable Duties diſco- 
vered in the ſame; which ſeems, by the firſt Word, 
to call to remembrance ſome Thing that had been for- 
got, Which of all outward Ceremonies that ever were 
commanded, we had moſt Reaſon to remember. 
Firſt, by the Example of our great Creator, who 
firſt dignified it upon the injifing of that great 
Work of Creation. 

Secondly, For the great Benefit it is t&us in reſting 
from our Labour, which Nature reaſonably requires. 
Thirdly, the Opportunity we have of worſhipping 
and adoring our great Creator on that Day, which 
our worldly Employments, about the Affairs of 
this Life, diverts usfrom, on other Days, and which, if 
our Reaſon (or the Image of God in us) had not been 
wonderfully clouded by the Fall, had been ſufficient 
to have taught us ſuch a neceſſary Duty, without any 
other Command for it, which altogether is but doing 
as you would be done by, if you were in God's 
ſtead. But no Rule is to be found for the Altering of it, 
for when Chriſt foretold the Deſtruction of Feru/a- 
lem, which was forty .Years after, he ſpoke of the 
Sabbath Day. 


Now 


—— * „ _ a * 
2 = +» Fur £ bs” * * 3 . Pi. 1 22 * — 
- — 
- — . . 17 
r EA A co —-  *% — - => 3 * 


verſation; 


14 The Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 
Now, Reader, conſider what any one Thing is con- 


tain'd in all the ſix Commands of the fecond Table, 
that thou wouldeſt not thy Neighbour would do by 


thee. By the ſame Reaſon do thou ſo by him, and 
by that Rule thou ſhalt fully obey the whole Law, 
betwixt Man and Man, to a Tittle; which is no more 


than barely reaſonable. 


Now, Reader, thou ſeeſt what an eaſy Taſk was laid 
upon us, and how reaſonable, at our firſt Creation, 
and how that all that ever has been ſaid or done ſince 
was only to fulfil that eaſy Taſk, What a Daſh then 
has the Fall of Man given to that pure and perfect 
Creation of God, fo that all the particular Com- 
mands, all the Injunctions of legal Ceremonies, the 
Coming and Sufferings of Chriſt, were all occaſioned 
by it; when otherwiſe the Image of God at firſt im- 
preſsd upon Man was ſufficient for all. 


CAT. ML 
OW Man having abuſed his own Will, and by 


the Subtilty of the Prince of Darkneſs having 
taken part againſt his Maker on the Rebel's Side, and 
bis Condition as bad as theirs in itſelf, could 


made 
no more help himſelf out of it than they could do, 


but lay then wholly bound over to eternal Deſtructi- 


on. You muſt think the evil one gloried no little of 
his Victory, and that he had brought that late Favo- 
rite as far out of Favour as himſelf: He thought him- 
ſelf a little reveng'd for his Loſs. | 

But it being foreſeen of God, that Man would abuſe 
his Will, more thro' the Simplicity of the Matter 
he was made of, and the Perſuaſions of the more 
crafty one, than any conceived Malice in himſelf a- 
nll his God, with whom he had ſo little Con- 


But 
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But God was pleaſed to take Pity on him, and offer 
him that Remedy which from all Eternity he had 
provided ; which God was graciouſly pleaſed to give 
by a firm Promiſe, even beyond all Thought or Ex- 

Cation of Men or Angels; that whoſoever faithful- 
* believed the Promiſe, had the Image of God renew- 
ed in him, as if he never had loſt it; Infirmities onl 
excepted, which are not imputed to the faithful Pe- 
nitents. 

For altho? the Promiſe was not immediately fulfiPd, 
but was for ſome Time to come, yet the Faithful 
had no Loſs by that, for they had the ſame Benefic 
by the Merits of Chriſt, before his coming, as ſince, 
and there was no Salvation but in Chriſt, neither be- 
fore nor after his coming. 

Some People are apt to think that God has dealt 
hardly by them, in not creating them Angels, in 
which Eſtate they had been free from the Cares and 
Troubles of this Life, which are ſo intolerable to endure, 
and from which the Angels are altogether free; bur 
they little conſider the great Benefit they have by the 
Merits of Chriſt, and his free purchaſed and offered 
Redemption, which, you will ſay, the Angels have 
no need of, 

But had'ſt thou been created an Angel, and alſo 
happen'd to have been one of thoſe that fell, there 
had been no Redemption for thee z nor Hopes of a- 
ny, which now there are. You will ſay, that all Men 
have not benefited by Chriſt's Death. I anſwer, it is 
their own Fault; for Chriſt died for all Men that 
ever came into the World, and had the fallen Angels 
ſuch an Offer, I do believe not one of them would 
miſs of it, or ſet ſo light by it as moſt Men do. 

t is to be ſuppoſed, that they who are ſo rebellious 
now, in this Eſtate, wherein they are ſo well appris'd 
of their Danger, by the Example of all others, an 
Opportunity which the Angels wanted, would have 
been as forward to Rebellion as the reſt: i fr 
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ſhould have hinder'd them then, that will not be per- 


ſuaded to the contrary now ? 


But, ſay they, we are ſafe enough, for that great 
Remedy has juſtified us all by Faith in him, It is a 
ood Argument and a true one. But have you Faith 
in him? Yes, ſay they, we hope ſo; but the Hopes of 
the Hypocrite ſhall periſh, you muſt be ſure of that: | 
The Tree is known by its Fruit, and that Tree that bears 


not good Fruit is hewn down and caſt into the Fire; 
and the Fruit of Juſtification is Juſtice. So look 
back, and look into thyſelf, and if thou can'ſt not 


find the Fruit, be ſure for all thy Hopes thou haſt no 


Part nor Share in the Root. 


For if thou be unjuſt, thou ſhalt not inberit the | 
Kingdom of Heaven; if thou art a Liar, then thou 


art a Child of the Devil, and can'ſt not have any 
Faith in Chriſt, except it be ſuch Faith as Devils have 


which believe and tremble. So then, ſince by the 
Fruits of Juſtice we come to know ourſelves to be of 


that juſtified Party, let us no more deceive ourſelves 


with vain Hopes, but immediatly apply ourſelves to | 
do in all Caſes, as we would be done by, which is in 


itſelf nothing more than really reaſonable. 


I do not ſay, that a juſtified Perſon is altogether I; 


without Fault, altho' he ought to be ſo; but he is 


ſuch an one as allows himſelf in none; but whereſoever 


he has in any ways tranſgreſſed, he immediatly flies to 
the Remedy, Chriſt Jeſus; and if any one has been 
a Sufferer by his Default, he immediatly makes them 
amends, begging Pardon of God and Man for his 
Sin and Treſpaſs, and puts no Confidence in vain 
Hopes ; all which is but reaſonable, ſince it is ſo re- 
quired of his God, and he himſelf alſo would, thar 
others ſhould do ſo by him. 
There is great Difference between a juſtined Per- 
ſon, and one that is not; the former watches ſo care- 
fully over his Ways, that he never makes a Slip in any 
reſpect, but he immediatly flies to his Advocate and 
laments 


Part, but what the Law obli 
faction he has no Thanks of 


Store of a juſtifying 
beſides, Chriſt is no Advocate for ſuch. 


it will avail them nothing 
¶ ties that ever they knew, or all that ever they were 
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laments it, and guards — it for the Future, and im- 
mediatly flies to his Advocate with the Father, and a+ 


mends to the utmoſt of his Power; but the latter rather 
values himſelf the more, for what Miſchief and Wrong 
he can any ways accompliſh, boaſtingof it, and re 


ting 
it again, if it lies in his Power, without any amends on his 

him to; for which Satiſ- 
od or Man, ſince he did ng 
more than he was forc'd to, like another unreaſona- 
ble brute Beaſt, that never had that Image imprinted 
upon him, by which you may reaſonably gueſs, what 
Faith ſuch a one can pretend to 


Now, Reader, here is no Medium, for if thou doſt 


not employ thy Reaſon, ſo as to be both Juſt and 
True, thro? a real Love and Reſpect to Chriſt, thou 


haſt no Faith at all to juſtify thee, and if thou pre- 


tend to it, thou only hoodwinkeft thyſelf to thy own 
Perdition; and as ſure as ever thou waſt born, ſhalt 
have thy Portion with the Hypocrites. For this is a 
Truth that no one profeſſing Chriſtianity, can or 
dare deny, let them be of what Denomination ſoever, 


And let them do what they can, or what they will, 
Let them do all the Du- 


taught to do, and ſay all the Prayers that ever were 


either printed, or invented, it is to no Purpoſe, if 
they neglect Reaſon and Truth, which include the 
I whole of thy Duty to God and Man, only in a Word, 
70 do as thou wouldeſt be done by. For free Grace is 


only extended to the Upright in Heart. 

I do not mean ſuch a Reaſon, or rather the quite 
contrary, as is too generally called fo, by ſuch who 
count every Thing unreaſonable that is againſt them- 
ſelves, without any Conſideration of Equity, more 
than the natural Brutes, that know no more of Rea» 
ſon than Self; but ſuch a pure Reaſon as indiffe 
rently looks upon all . without reſpect of IO 

ons, 
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ſons, for reſpe& of Perſons blinds Reaſon ; and if thou 


reſpecteſt thyſelf, thou can'ſt never comprehend Reaſon. 


herefore it is no ſuch ſelf-miſplac'd, miſconſtruc- 


ted Conceit, as Self-Lovers call Reaſon, but the pure 


Image of God, which is a Rule and a Guide to all the 


other Faculties of the Soul. How many Ways and 
Opinions are there, and what Animoſities about them, 


and every one pleads Conſcience, but it is a great 


Miſtake; for it is not God's Recorder in them that 
leads them into thoſe Diſtractions, but themſelves by 
the Abuſe of their Reaſon; and Conſcience only re- 
cords all according to his Office, and cannot help 
bearing the Blame of their wilfull Errors: But when 
a Day of reckoning comes, he will ſhow, by his Re- 


cords, who 1s to blame. | 
' Reaſon is alſo the true Rule for all our other Be- 
haviours; for wert thou a Prince or Ruler, thou 


wouldeſt be obey'd; by the ſame Reaſon obey thou 
thy Rulers, Wert thou a Magiſtrate, thou wouldeſt 
be regarded; for the ſame Reaſon regard thou thoſe | 
that are in Authority over thee. Wert thou a Beg- | 
er, thou wouldeſt willingly be relieved ; by the ſame 
Neaſon relieve thou the Beggars. Wert thou a Dealer, 


would'ſt thou not be dealt juſtly with by thy Dealers? 
For the ſame Reaſon deal thou juſtly by thy Dealers. 


1 


„. 


T is generally ſaid, and alſo believed, that Reaſon 
1 is only a Handmaid to Faith; but Reaſon can no 


ways agree to that, becauſe Faith was never either re- 
uired or expected, but where there was Revelation, 


with full Aſſurance that the Revealer was the Spirit 


of God. And then what is more reaſonable than to 
obey the ſitive Commands of that God that 
made us? For God deals ſo reaſonably with his Crea- 
tures, that where nothing is given, nothing is re- 


quired; 
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uired; but counts Obedience an Improvement of 


the Gift, for which he freely rewards, as if we had 


merited. * 5 

Abraham is commended, and recorded to all Gene- 
rations, for his great Faith in offering up his only Son 
Tſaac, when he only obeyed a poſitive and particular 
Command of God, which in all Reaſon he durſt not 
diſobey, knowing God's almighty Power to puniſh 
him if he diſobey'd; ſo that Abraham merited no- 
thing (as many vainly imagine) but it was only God's 
free Grace, rewarding his Obedience, and eſteeming it 
for Faith; and ſo it was; tho? nothing be more reaſon- 
able than perfect Obedience, as well in that as in all o- 
ther Caſes; for if the Image of God in us, had not 
been defaced by the Fall, there had been no Place 
found for that Grace of Faith, nor any of the other 
Graces; but Reaſon alone, accompany*d with Truth, 
had then reign'd all in all, without Interruption ; the 


| Holy Spirit being the Hand by which they ſhould 


act, the Faculty proceeding from both, and all three 
one. 

Now, in aſſerting ſuch Things as Reaſon will not 
allow, take heed thou be not found a Lier, and God 
reprove thee ; for as Truth is the native Child of 
God, ſo Liers are the adopted Children of the Devil 
for he was a Lier from the Beginning, and the Father 
of ſuch : a Lier 1s not only the real Child of the Devil, 
but more, Lying is a very Mother, and almoſt a 
perfect Nurſe to all other Vices, Frauds, and De- 
ceits in the World for the general Part; care not 
what Wickedneſs they commit, ſo they have a Lie 
ready to excuſe it with; whereas, on the other hand, 
the Children of God make it their conſtant Study to 
do nothing worthy of Rebuke, leaſt thereby they 
ſhould be induced alſo to forſake the bleſſed Truth, 
and betake themſelves to the Father of Lies for a 
Protection; but there are but very few of that Sort, 
the more it is to be lamented, And if thou art Proud 
thou art curſed before hand, C 2 Then, 
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12 The Goldth Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 
Then, fex 
how circumſpect ought all People to be in guarding 


againſt them, but more eſpecially in all Caſes of Re- 
ligion, to aſſert or introduce any Thing but what the 


Scripture is very clear in, and divine Reaſon alſo a 


proves; for conſider right and thou mighteſt eaſily ſay, | 


Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way to Life, and 
there be that find it. Since no Lier ſhall inherit 
eternal Life, ſee if thou knoweſt one in all thy Know- 


ledge, that is not leſs or more tainted with that uni- 


verſal and deſtructive Vice. 
How confidently will ſome affirm, that the Souls 


of Men were not created within the Compaſs of the 


ſix Days; becavſe, ſay they, where is the Place of 
their Abode? Do ſuch think there is not room e- 


nough in the vaſt Abyſs of boundleſs Eternity, and 
Manſions enough in God's great Houſe, as well for 
them as for others of God's Creatures of like Sort; 
but for any Account from the Truth, we have no 
more than that God created all Things in the Space of 


ſix Days; for which Reaſon we ought not to diſpute it. 
But ſome think it ſtrange, that if they had a Be- 
ing ſince the Creation, why they do not remember an 
Thing of it when they come to this World; but is it 
not as ſtrange, that all Men having a ſpiritual Body, 
which is to de raiſed inſtead of this mortal Body, and 
which could no more come by Procreation than the 
Soul could do; that that ſpiritual Body ſhould be fo 
feeble, and uſeleſs in all Reſpects, when it comes to 
the World, as we fee it is? Now it appears to be 
reaſonable that aſſuming this mortal or earthly Body, 
which tho? ſo curiouſly compoſed, yet is ſo groſs in 
compariſon of the ſpiritual Parts, that it clogs them 
up, and makes them incapable of retaining any 
Thing of their former Underſtanding ; therefore 
they know no more here than what they learn here : 
Or whether they will know any Thing by Remem- 
brance in the Life to come of what was * 
| re, 


ſeeing Lies are of ſuch a dangerous Quality, 


ſon; becauſe the contra 
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here, is what no Man can be accountable for, more 


than what Conſcience records; for that Paſſage con- 
cerning Dives and Lazarus was but a Parable. 


Some again think, and ſeveral Parts of Scripture 


ſeem to countenance it, that there is a general and 


particular Election predeſtinating to eternal Life from 
all Eternity, which does not at all confiſt with Rea- 
Party muſt, by the ſame 
Reaſon if it could be called ſo, be predeſtinated to 
Damnation; which cannot conſiſt with either Juſtice, 
or Reaſon, or Mercy ; and if they can prove the 
contrary, in a juſt and merciful God, then they may 
make good their Aſſertion, but not before; for God 


is not ſo partial as to create any Thing to eternal 


Torment, for that would be the Height of all Cruel- 
ty, which is abſurd to alledge. 
But they will ſay again, was God ignorant of 


* what would become of each of his Creatures, where- 
as he knows every ſecret Thought? But as Partiality in 
fuch a powerful Being would appear as bad as Igno- 


rance, or rather much worſe ; it is very abſurd to a- 
ſcribe either to him; wherefore ſuch Scrutineers muſt 
conſider of a Medium, and that which ſeems moſt 
reaſonable in our Apprehenſion is, that God who was 
pleaſed to allow to Man a Will and Ability to exer- 
ciſe it, to clear himſelf of all blame of Man's 
Miſcarriage, might be pleaſed to eclipſe his Fore- 
Knowledge of particular Men's future Eſtate. So 
that he did not know it, becauſe he would not know 
it ; otherwiſe Fore-Knowledge in an Almighty Pow- 
er had been the ſame with Fore-Ordination. 

For conſider this, if all Things were fore- ordain'd 
that come to paſs, what Reward does the Righteous 
deſerve, or what Puniſhment does the Wicked deſerve, 
ſince neither could do otherwiſe than they did, by an 
eternal Decree; then where was the Deſert of the 
one, or Fault of the other? It Believers are ſaved by 
eternal Election, and the Unbelievers damned 1 3 4 
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14 The Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 
ſame, who was it that Chriſt died for, ſince they 


were both in a fixed State before? It is impoſſible for | 


ſuch Doctrine to be right, ſince no Reaſon can allow 


it, and the Doctrine of the Goſpel is render'd uſeleſs | 
by it, and to be nothing but a fictitious Impoſition, 


and the Son of God but an Impoſtor. 


What an unreaſonable Thing would it be, even in 
a Man, to require Labour of one that he himſelf 


had bound Hand and Foot ? But ſuppoſe ſuch Mad- 
neſs might poſſeſs a Man, thro' Infirmity, yet who 
dare impute ſuch high Injuſtice to a juſt God, who is 
quite the contrary in his own Nature, and ſo mor- 


tally hates all who are ſo diſpoſed ? How abſurd to ſay, 
that God would give a Law without any Ability to o- 
bey it! that he would ſay, chuſe or refuſe, when he 
knew they could do nothing of themſelves, being 


chain'd up by a perpetual Decree. 


An eternal Election is granted, otherwiſe our Faith | 


were vain; but it is only in Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond 
Perſon in the Trinity, the Word of Truth, in whom 
whoſoever believes is allo elected, if they alſo be obe- 
dient in Love to him; which is eaſily diſcovered, for 


whoſoever loves him keeps his Commandments; ſo that 


- whoſoever is thus obedient is ſure of his Election, 
and not elſe; yet as all Men have, or had, the ſame 


Opportunity, no Man is neceſſarily excluded; elſe | 


God could not be juſt, nor the Scripture true that re- 
ports it ſo. 

Now ſome People conſtantly affirm, that all 
Things mult be as God pleaſes ; which 1s true in the 
Main, becauſe it is in his Power to hinder it; but it 
is not in his Will, becauſe he has, in great Meaſure, 
given that away to his Creatures, only when it touches 
his own Honour in ſome high Degree, becauſe he is 
jealous of his Honour; therefore it is not his Pleaſure 
that any one ſhould diſhonour him in any Ways, nor 
yet defraud one another; and whatſoever is contrary 
. to his holy Law is highly diſpleaſing to him. ir 
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If all Things were done by his good Pleaſure, than 
all manner of Impiety muſt be included, which the 
pure Nature of God fo abhors, that it is great Impie- 
ty ſo much as to think ſo; for ſuppoſe the Wicked 
is as a Sword in his Hand to tuniſh the Wicked, and it 
may pleaſe him to ſuffer h Polſberds of the Earth to 
claſh againſt others, yet the Act 1s no more approved 
of God, for it is but the Effects of their unruly 
Tempers, and the Abuſe of their own Wills; and 
ſuppoſe the Righteous be often puniſhed by them, it 
is either to keep them more cloſe to their Duty, or 
bring them to Repentance for ſome Slips they have 
made therein; and ſince as it is a Rod it has anſwer'd 
the End, that it did not intend ; yet at laſt it ſhall be 
thrown into the Fire for its Pains. 

The Ways of God are paſt finding out, therefore Hu- 
manity can no Ways account for them, they being 
all too full of Myſtery ; but the Sun, Moon, and Stars 
have great Influence on all Things terreſtrial, and up- 
on the Bodies of Men, as to all their natural Parts 
and Qualities, which are committed to the Agency of 
thoſe Conſtellations ; as alſo the Creature itſelf having 
a Share in that Agency, works that wonderful amaz- 
ing Work of Figures, Features, and Diſtinctions, 
which is beyond Conceit of all Men and Angels to 
comprehend 3 which thoſe Conſtellations naturally 
work, yet being inanimate they know not what the 

do. So that God, by his Providence, has ſet them 
all a Work, for he made nothing altogether uſeleſs, 
tho* he is accountable to none for any of his 
Works. 


CAT: 


HE. Apoſtle's Creed ſays, that our Saviour Chriſt 
deſcended into Hell, which ſome ſeem to deny 


I do not know what Reaſon they have for it, if they 
believe 
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16 . The Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 
believe the Apoſtles, or if they believe that it was the 
Apoſtles that compos'd it : I cannot, indeed, tell 
where they found it recorded, ſince the direct Copy is 


not to be found in holy Writ, except they apply to | 


every Man's breaſt that is a Chriſtian ; for it is the 
very Baſis and mot lively Expreſſion of our Chriſtian 
Faith, and generally believed of all that profeſs Chriſt's 
Name every where, and very well deſerves to be fo. 
But why they ſhou'd make any Obſtacle at that 


Word more than the reſt, I cannot think. He had 


no Reaſon to be afraid of it, as to the Torments, he 


ve himſelf ſupream Lord even of Torment itſelf; 


beſides there was nothing in him for Torment to work 
upon, where, ſay ſuch Doctors, went his Spirit 
when his Body was found Dead upon the Croſs? It did 
not go to Heaven, becauſe he charged Mary not to 
touch him, for as yet he was not aſcended to the Father. 
Beſides, Peter ſays, that by the Spirit he went and 
preached to the Spirits in Priſon, which ſometime were 
diſobedient in the Days of Noah, which was not to fetch 
out the Souls of the holy Fathers, as ſome ſay, for the 
were not there; beſides, the Words plainly ſay, that choſe 
he preached to were the diſobedient Spirits of thoſe that 
were bound in Priſon for their former diſobedience. 
And what was the Sermon, do you think, he 
preached to them? It was no comfortable one you 
may be ſure ; but to ſhow them, by dire Experience, 
their eternal Loſs by theirDiſobedience, and alſo what 
Advantage others had obtained by their obedience; 
and as his purchaſed Redemption crowned the Happi- 
neſs of the Obedient, even ſo it confirmed the unre- 
mediable Deſtruction of the Diſobedient; and as his 


Appearance to the Faithful was an Augmentation to 


their everlaſting Comfort, ſo on the contrary it was an 

Augmentation of the eternal Pain of the Wicked. 
Now I refer it to thee, Reader, whatever thou be, 
whether thou thinkeſt that thoſe Apoſtles did not know 
the Mind of Chriſt better than thoſe Controulers, 
| who 
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who. pretend to deny this reaſonable and no wiſe ab- 
ſurd Aſſertion; beſides it is true as well as reaſonable. 

Can any one think that his Spirit lay dormant in 
his Body the Time that his Body lay in the Tomb? 


it does not look reaſonable: Beſides, I think, upon a 


ſecond Conſideration, no one believes it. And ſince 
that diſobedient Prince's Power is in the Air, conſe- 
tly his Dominion muſt be there alſo; then, by 

e ſame Argument, his Dominion is in Hell, and 


Hell is in the Air; and ſince the airy Region ſur- 


rounds the whole terreſtrial Globe, and Heaven being 


outward, and circling both, then Reaſon will allow 


that there is no Way to Heaven, but thro' Hell; 
however Hell can hurt none but who are real Subjects 


Jof that Dominion. 


I hope no one is ſo ſtupid as to believe, that our 
Saviour Chriſt was any whit afraid that he ſhould: not 
get out again; he had no Sin to be afraid of to keep him 
there; beſides the Reſidence of three of his Attributes is 
chiefly there; that is, Juſtice, Judgment, and Vengeance; 
beſides the Devils themſelves are his own handy Work, 
and made of himſelfat firſt, as all other Things be. Doubt - 
leſs it was a great Addition to the Damned's Affliction to 


ſee him there, but it was for that he appear d there; even 
as to bring Joy to the Righteous he appear*d upon 


Earth. 

It is alledged by ſome, that Chriſt's natural Body 
is now in Heaven, Fleſh, Blood, and Bones, as he 
was born of the Virgin Mary, becauſe the Apoſtles 
ſaw him aſcend to the Clouds in that ſame Body; but 


Jit is very unreaſonable that all others ſhould have their 


carthly Bodies changed into ſpiritual Bodies, and he 
only, who is the Author of that Change, ſhould re- 
tain a Body of Earth to himſelf only. He has faid, 
by his Spirit, that Fleſh nor Blood cannot inherit the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 
But, ſay they, his Body was not zo ſee Corruption; 
beſides, his Apoſtles ſaw him paſs quite out of their 
ight in that very Body of Fleſh, and Blood, in 
D which 
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which he did reſide here, and in which he ſuffer'd. tt 
All this is true, and we all believe it; but as it was & at 
| Fleſh and Blood, it did not enter into Heaven in that c: 
A real Subſtance, but was changed in that Region of b 
Fire which changes all Things in a Moment, in the la 
Twinkling of an Eye; and ſince Truth directs it, 
and Reaſon approves it, it is our Duty to believe it. L 
4 It is alſo generally believed, that our Bodies decay v 
is into Duſt, and that that Duſt remains till Judgment, o 
which revives and grows into a natural Body again, 3 
and every Bone joyns to his Fellow, as when they depart- '} tc 
ed this Life, which is a great Miſtake. Oh, but ſay  p 
they, it is in God's Power to do it even in a Moment; h 
but we know by Experience it is not his Way; for he It 
could have created the Univerſe in a Moment, yet he 
took ſix Days to it, and as if it had been a painful b 
Work to him, it is ſaid, he reſted the ſeventh Day. } 
It would be very wonderful for what Uſe God ſhould | 
create ſuch innumerable Multitudes as the whole | 
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FE 
Earth could not contain, and alſo of freſh Earth, || © 
ſince we ſee, by Experience, that the Old is already |} C 
quite gone to nothing, which would be a Creation fi 
little inferiour to the firſt; and then to con- | * 
ſume all together by Fire, in a Moment, in the | " 
Twinkling of an Eye, would be uſeleſs Work; for N © 
none that believes in him diſtruſts his All- ſufficiency, a 
and God makes nothing in vain. Beſides, what Rea- t 
ſon can there be for it, when there is no Truth to ſup- n 
port it, but the quite contrary? as in 1 Cor. xv. 44. 1 
But when ſhould this be, whether before the Confla- 10 
gration or after? if before, wy are immediatly to n 


be conſumed, but if they ſay after, then there is no- t 
thing to make them of, all being conſum'd in the t. 
Conflagration. tl 

For if there were the leaſt Duſt remaining of eve- Þ ? 


ry one, where there are ſuch innumerable Multitudes 4 © 

buried, it would amount to ſome Bulk at laſt ; hut 

ic is quite otherwiſe, for we ſee, by Experience, that | 
the 
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- F che moſt antient and moſt frequented Burying-Places, 


are no whit higher than the other Ground, except it be 
cauſed by the Tombſtones, or ſome other combuſti- 
ble Matter, for Corps and Coffi ns go all into Anihi- 
lation. 

For ſuppoſe it is ſaid, that Man was formed of the 
Duſt of the Earth, which is true, becauſe the Earth 
was created firſt ; but was not the Earth itſelf made 
of nothing? For example, if thou take the Seed of 
a Man, of which Man is procreated, and reduce it 
to Duſt by calcination, by the moſt ſubtle Degree 
poſſible, and then ſee what Store of Duſt you will 
have, ' or whether you will have any or not; but true 
it is you will have none. Now Man being the little 
World, and a real Emblem of the great Univerſe 
by his Example ſhall all loſe every Particle of its ter- 
reſtrial Subſtance, 

Now we have an Account both of Creation and 
Procreation, which ſeems very amazing to our under- 
ſtanding, and if a God that cannot Lie had not de- 
clared it, would ſeem very incredible ; for Man being 
firſt created, without a Help-Mate to Appearance, 
it pleaſed God to make his Wonders manifeſt, to 
make him a Help-Mate, even of himſelf; which 
cauſes the Curious to queſtion, whether a Woman hath 
a Soul or not; but ſuch Inquiſiters might have taken 
the ſame Anſwer to themſelves, which our Saviour 
made to the Sadducees, that they neither knew the Scrip- 
tures nor the Power of God. b rom which Argument 
it is plain, that as there is no Diſtinction of Sexes a- 
mongſt the Angels, neither ſhall there be any amon 
the glorified Saints; but it is moſt likely, that as 
they were firſt created one, and afterwards ſeparated, 
that at the Reſurrection they ſhall be united again, 
no more to be ſeparated, which is as poſſi ble with 


God as the other. 


Yet a Woman hath nothing to Boaſt the more for 
that as if ſhe had nothing to anſwer for, being ſhe is 
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ver their Huſbands is perfect Rebellion, which is an 
Iniquity God will not leave unpuniſhed. 

So it is alſo imagin'd by moſt People, that there 
will be a living Body, and a living Soul, of one and 
the fame Perſon; and to confirm the Matter, they 
tell you what Dialogues will paſs between them mn 


blaming one another, or rejoycing, in their Hap- 
pineſs, and commending one another; and even tell 
it, yea Word for Word, as firmly as if they had 
heard it with their own Ears. But what Account ſuch 
Fiction-Mongers will give of their miſtaken Notions, 
and eſpecially when their learned Miſtakes are made 
fully evident, it is hard to account for; or who they 
think will reward them for ſuch pernicious Labour, 
where there is neither Truth to vindicate it, nor Rea- 
fon to alledge for it. 

For when God made Man at firſt, we do not read 
that he made him a living Body, beſides, real Expe- 
rience ſhows us the contrary 3 for the Corpſe of a 
Man neither. hath, nor had in it any Life or Spirit, 
tillit pleaſed God to breath in Man the Spirit of _ 

an 


not to anſwer for herſelf ; but if it were ſo, the has 
Reaſon to lament, that the is ſo little better than a 
| Beaſt here, and not capable of enjoying Happineſs I 
hereafter. But theſe are all but falſe Conjectures, for 
as it was not the hundredth Part of the Man that the | 
was made of at firſt, ſo ſhe is, and ought to eſteem 
herſelf by ſo much the weaker Veſſel, and not dare 
to preſume Equality with, much leſs uſurp Authori- 
over the-Man. However, many Women are more 
maſculine than others, yea even then ſome feminine | 
Men, nevertheleſs they ought to be eſteemed each in 
their own Place, becauſe ſuch Alterations are only 
cauſed by the Influence of the Conftellations. Bur, | 
however, the major Part minds no fuck Qualifications, | 
but glories in the contrary, yet the better Part are o- 
therwiſe minded, knowing that to uſurp Authority o- 


the Way of either, bemoaning their Miſeries, and 
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and Man became à living Soul; as the Word of Truth 
ſays, that at the Reſurrefion theſe natural Bodies ſhall 


| be raiſed up ſpiritual Bodies; but in the ſame Place it 


ſays nothing of uniting with a Soul, or any other ſe- 
cond, but Chriſt Jeſus, as the head of an incorporeal 
Body; but for a ſpiritual Soul, and a ſpiritual Body, 
both having Life and Motions, and each capable of 
Diſputation a part, or each with other; and to be u- 
nited into one again, is contrary to all Reaſon, and that 
he ſhould have two living Spirits, at the Reſurrection, 
God giving him but one at the Creation. 

But if he was called in queſtion which way he came 
by the other, I think his Anſwer would be, he found 
it in his Prieſt's Brains, which doubtleſs would be 
honeſtly enough, as to his Part, if it would but paſs 
ſo; for it would be a more likely Excuſe than to ſay, 
it was lying in the Grave all the while, which hath no 
Power to contain a living Spirit ; and it 1s contrary 
to Reaſon, that a Spirit is any ways capable either of 
Mortification or Corruption. 

The Prophet Samuel was not buried at Endor, nei- 
ther was Endor in Heaven, that Samuel's Spirit ſhould 
ſo readily appear there at that Time; but how confi- 
dently do Preachers affirm, that it was the Devil that 
appear'd to Saul, even contrary to the Spirit of God, 
that tells us, that it was the Spirit of Samuel. How con- 
tradictive they are to the Spirit of God pray conſider, 
as if they knew better; but it ſhows, that the Spirits 
of g Men deceaſed are confined no where; 
neither did Samuel come of himſelf, but God was 
pleaſed to ſend him, at that King's wicked unlawfdl 

equeſt, to ſatisfy his Curioſity, httle to his Satisfac- 
tion. But it appears to me, that neither the Good nor 
the Bad are in a perfect fixed State, until the great Day 
of Account, or Reſurrection, wherein all Men, and 
their Actions, ſhall ariſe and appear in that Day, and 


come to light, which were dead, buried, and forgot- 


ten, as to Man, many Years before; but not art 
out 


- »”—_ CD. & * 
* = - — 
- * 
222 


* 1 — 
— 2 33 — —— — 
r - — . 
* — * 4 "— WW L — 
- — n „ — — 


r 


2 
4-8 
* 
1 
= 
+; wb 
4 
"s 
* If 
1 
io 
4 > 
F + 
. 
4 ”— 


r ⁵— ſQ e——o——_ — 


30 The Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 
f out of the Ground, for at that Time, the Heavens, 
- and the Earth, and all material Subſtances, will be ti 
. reduced to nothing by the general Conflagration. F 
bo But for every one particular Perſon to have a ſpirt- W 
1 tual Body, alſo a Soul of the ſame Subſtance, and b 
. the two to be hammer'd into one, is both Superfluous tl 
3 and Ridiculous; for ſuppoſe it is ſufficiently in the ch 
iſ Power of God, yet the Truth gives us no light into te 
1 it, for God does nothing, as towards Man, but what 
he has made known by his Word of Truth. 

Now here is Truth agreeing with Reaſon, and no 
former Diſcovery to contradict it, which may reaſo- 
nably be ſuppoſed then, to be directed by the Spirit 
of God. For if Chriſt be tbe firſt Fruits of the Reſurrec- 
tion, ſo he muſt conſequently be the firſt in the Con- 
flagration, ſince the one cannot be without the other; 
fo that Chriſt appears in no other Similitude, now in 
Heaven, than he did before he came to the Earth. 
Therefore Chriſt's Reſurrection being already paſt, 
and the Conflagration having acted its Part upon his 
Body, as it ſhall upon all Bodies, he is now in his 
fixed State, and Judgment has no more to do with him; 

de has no Corruption of Nature, nor Detects in his 
Behaviour, to riſe in Judgment againſt him; where- 
fore he 1s appointed Lord Chief Juſtice, and a moſt 
righteous Chancellor, to define in all Cauſes as the 
true Recorder Conſcience ſhall make his Reports. 
- As to the Place of preſent abode of the Souls of 
Men, till the general Judgment, it is not diſcovered 
by the Truth where it is; but it is not all in one Place 
for the Wicked ſhall not appear in the Aſſembly of the 
Righteous ; allo every one partly knows what their 
State ſhall be after Judgment, for if Men's State were 
7 fixt before, and their Doom intail'd upon them to all 
ba Eternity, a general Judgment would be but a very 
A Complement, even ſuch a one as an omnipotent God 
4 would never-paſs upon his Creatures ſo far inferiqur to 
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Some do imagine, that there is a Place of Purga- 
tion, where Men, by ſuffering, may pay the utmoſt 
Farthing of all that ever they have gone in Score 
with God's Juſtice; but that Notion was only raiſed 
by ſuch as diſdain'd Chriſt to that Degree, as that 
they would rather pay their Debt at the higheſt Rate 
themſelves, than in any ways to be beholden to Chriſt 
to pay it for them; and to cloak their Hatred, have 
quite caſt off that Image of the firſt Perſon, which is 
Reaſon, that they may the more tolourably abuſe and 
degrade the Second, and quite deny the Third, with all 
his Operations, any more than a bare Mention of his 
Name ſometimes, or by ſome imaginary falſe Mira- 
cle alledg*d by his Operation to delude the Simple. 
So that in all their Actions, as to Religion, they 
are agreeable in nothing; for if in any Thing they 
ſeem to make uſe of Reaſon, in that ſame Thing they 


deviate from the Truth as far as poſſible, and where- 


in ſoever they lay hold on a Word of Truth ſeeming- 
ly, it is in ſuch a Manner as quite caſts off all Reaſon, 
ſo that I never find Truth * Reaſon to accord in any 
of thoſe People; ſo that it is plain if there were ever 
ſo little more Money to be had, by denying of the 
Being of a God altogether, they ſurely would own 
none; for whoſoever denies right Reaſon can be no 
Friend to Truth, and whoſoever denies the Truth a- 
buſes Reaſon, for there is no ſeparating of theſe two, 
nor a true Knowledge of the one, but by the other, 
and who denies them denies God. 
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PART II. 
Concerning the Diſcovery of many Miſtakes 


upheld in the Neligions extant; with an Ac- 
count how they may be all * with 


Saftety and Satisfaction, never before ſo 


briefly diſcover'd to the World. 
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AvINC ended my firſt Part, 
with a Hint upon the ſuperſtitious 
Purgatory-Mongers, that are ſo 
ambitious of paying their own 
Debt, and yet pretend an Obliga- 
| tion to Chriſt, but cannot tell for 
b what, ſince by their Belief the an- 

WES STR tent Fathers went to Purgatory, 
and that they that die under the Goſpel Diſpenſation 
go to Purgatory alſo; they have made the Coming of 
Chriſt but a mere Compliment, ſince he did nothing 


/ 


for his Coming, and ſince Men believe they can, 
and pay their own Debt to God's Juſtice, then what 


Thanks can they pretend to owe to any one for pay- 
ing for them. 

But theſe are they of whom the Apoſtle ſpoke, 
who crept in amongſt them to ſpy out their Liber- 
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ty, which when they had done their next Study was 
to deſtroy | it, Which they too ſoon effected, and 
brought them into greater Thraldom and Bondage 
than ever either es or Pagans were in; ſo that all 
the Superſtitions, | that ever they pleaſed to foyſter in, 
muſt directly be obey*'d of all Men, or gtherwite no leſs 
Puniſhment than the moſt cruel Death, that Cruelty it- 
ſelf could invent, which was burning alive was inflicted; 
a Thing moſt hateful even to the moſt barbarous Na- 
tion, tho? Chriſt's Directions were quite the contrary, 
But they being Haters of Chriſt naturally, and only 
crept in as aforeſaid, they made it their. whole Buſi- 
neſs to deſtroy his Intereſt, and, as far as poſſible, all 
that ever inclin'd to Maintain it; and being Wolves in 
Sheeps Cloathing, they were not diſcern'd of the un- 
thinking innocent Lambs, untill they begun to devour 
them, and then it was much too late. However, as 
Chriſt's Kingdom was not of this World, and no Con- 
queſt to be gain'd by fighting, but by ſuffering, the 
true Chriſtians could be at no great Loſs, ſince the 
Conqueſt was to be gain'd that Way, whoſoever they 
ſuffer'd by, 2 Tim. iii. 12. All that will live godly in 
Chriſt Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution ; but the Enernics 
ſince they could not prevail by Force, rather than miſs 
their End, uſurp*d to themſelves the Name of Chriſtian, 
in order to effect it that Way; for thoſe that account 
themſelves the moſt godly, are always perſecuting o- 
chers, leſs or more, as Opportunity offers; altho? the 
Apoſtle lays that Neceſſity upon themſelves, ſo far 
from being Perſecutors, that they muſt ſuffer at the 
Hands of others if they be godly, or belong at all 
to Chriſt, as before. | | 7 
Well, and that Stratagem took, whereby they ſub- 
tilly undermined the whole Flock of Chriſt unawares, 
and having the carnal Sword in their Hand, and pre- 
trending to fight for Chriſt, a Diſcipline he never would 
allow of, they fought directly againſt him, and ſo 
prevail'd, and they _ more ground upon the. 
ers true 
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true F lock, than ever they could do by all their Hea- 


then Perſecutions, even to the very Extirpation of 
the whole Sect (except the hidden ones, fuch as thoſe 
that were in Elias's Time, when he thought there had 
not been one left but himſelf, tho? there were ſeven 


thouſand in [/rael of his own Profeſſion, which God 


only kney;) for thoſe Names of Adverſaries were only 


changed, not their Natures. 


Then having fo far obtained their End, they raged 
and ravaged the World at their will, worſe than ever 


they did when they went by their true Name of Hea- 


thens, and having abandon'd the firſt Perſon before, 
and now got ſuch a firm Conqueſt over the ſecond, 
they thought then there was none to come between 
them, and the whole Inheritance; and ſo only by 
making Uſe of the bare Name, they made themſelves 
Lords of the whole Earth, having, by Uſurpartion, 
made ſure of all as they thought. 

But as no worldly. Felicity is altogether without 
ſome Interruption, neither was this Uſurper ; for ſince 
he, by his Policy, had obtain'd that Conqueſt that all 
his. Perſecutions could not do; it pleaſed God to cut 
his Power a little ſhort : for another Uſurper as bad 
as himſelf, envying his Greatneſs and Power, which 
was Mahomet, ſet himſelf up in Oppoſition to the for- 
mer, and ſo they employ'd their carnal Swords, one 
againſt the other; however, betwixt them, they alto- 
gether rooted out Chriſt's viſible Inheritance; for they 
being, tho? different in their Sentiments as to one another, 
and both alike ambitious of Government, yet prov'd 
to be of ſuch equal Force, that the one could not ex- 
tinguiſh the other; yet they did not fail in their grand 
Enterpriſe againſt Chriſt: ſo theſe two reign'd ſole 
Monarchs upon the Earth, tho* Antagoniſts to each 
other. 

So that the diſtreſſed Church of Chriſt, that Inheri- 
tance which he had purchaſed at ſo dear a Rate, was 
forced to fly to the Wilderneſs, there to be ar of 
Des | od 
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God for a Time: for, as the World was not worthy o 
tbem, neither durſt they appear in it, till it pleas'd God, 
in his own proper Time, to ſend a Spirit of Diviſion 
among themſelves which cauſedrhoſe of them, for whom 
God had reſpect, to abhor their endleſs Ambition, and 
growing Malice againſt Chtiſt, for which they openly 
diſclaim'd them, and pay'd as dear for it; for 
whoſoever took Part with Chriſt muſt burn in Flames 
for it, no leſs Puniſhment being thought ſufficient. They 
were in no fear ever to ſee Chriſt appear in revenging 
of his Church, by Reaſon they do not believe in him, 
nor regard his Church; for which they took ſufficient 
Revenge on all ſuch as any ways took his Part, or 
ſtood in Oppoſition to their former heatheniſh Malice, 
or later Hypocriſy. II 
However, by the divine Providence of God, the 
Goſpel-Day began to dawn again, and many People 
began to peep out; and not knowing at frſt what to 
think, yet beholding ſomething more deſirable and de- 
lectable than that which they had been train'd up in, 
embrac'd it; tho' they had but bare glimmerings 
at firſt: for darkneſs had ſo obſcurd Goſpel Light, that 
they had not only corrupted it by Piece-Meal, and 
turned all the plain and lively Expreſſions of it into 
myſterious Meanings, and falſe Interpretations; but 
they had even turned 1t headlong out of doors, to go 
and take up its Lodging with its Maſter, if it would, 
for they would entertain it no longer, for they then 
had made the beſt of it, and gotten all they looked 
for by it; but they were miſtaken, for it was ſupport- 
ed by a higher Hand than to be turned out of doors 
at their Pleaſure 35 and when they ſaw themſelves fruſ- 
trated in all their wicked Purpoſes againſt it, then 
they began to be afraid of it, that when it could do 
them no more Good, itmight probably do them Hurt: 
for as they had found in it the Occaſion to advance 
themſelves to ſuch a high Pitch, they were afraid that 
ſome or other would find * in it hereby to pull 
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them down again; and as they had gotten the Son's 
Inheritance by Fraud and Uſurpation, if they could 
have got fairly ſhut of his Goſpel, they fear'd not 
keeping of it out for ever; but there began the Tra- 
gedy, for when they would have thruſt that quite out 
by which they thruſt themſelves fo in; 

Then God aroſe, as a Giant that is awaked out of 
his Wine, and roar'd even among the thick of his 
Enemies by his worthy Boanergeſſes, Sons of Thunder, 
who ſpared not their own Lives, but gave them up 
to the Death for the Vindication of the Truths of 
Chriſt's glorious Goſpel, as far as they were then en- 
lightned, and that was all that was required ; for O- 
bedience is better than Sacrifice, and if a Cup of cold 
Water, in the Name of Chriſt, goes not unrewarded 
there is no doubt of their Reward who have ſuffer*d 
the hot ſcorching Flames of a conſuming Fire for his 
Names ſake, fo that it was in Charity. 

However theſe hidden ones had becn ſo long in the 
Wilderneſs, until they were become very much be- 
wilder'd themſelves, for want of the real Preſence of 
their Moſes to lead and guide them; for when Moſes 
was but forty Days'in the Mount with God, the beſt 
amongſt the Multitude corrupted their ways by I- 
dolatry, even Aaron the high Prieſt of God was not 
quite out of that Tranſgreſſion; ſo that Fobu Fuſs 
alſo, the greateſt Stickler in thoſe Times for the 
Goſpel of Chriſt againſt the Enemy, had never 
altogether declined from ſaying Maſs himſelf; fo far 

was he bewilder'd in thoſe obſcure Times. 
And not only he, but there was not any for many 
hundred Years that eſcaped ſo clean, but what was 
leſs or more beſpatter*d with that kind of Dirt; for 
they had heaped their Slough ſo full with all manner 
of Superſtitions, that it was altogether impoſſible, 
except with God, to make a clean Eſcape at the firſt: 
however, ſome got their Heads out, others got out 
Head and Shoulders (fo ta term it) and ſome got out 
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to Knee deep, but all ſtuck leſs or more in the Mud 
of Superſtition; however, in all Times of Ignorance, 
God winked at, ſo that whoſoever walked up to what 
they knew, with all Humility and Sincerity, they did 
not go unrewarded, altho' it was no Merit. 

But the envious Enemy of Mankind, who ſtill 
goes about like a roaring Lion ſeeking, whom be may 
devour, workt it ſo about, that where they ſtuck at 
the firſt flight from darkneſs, there they ſtick ſtill; and 
let the Light ſhine ever ſo bright, and Opportunities 
ever ſo fair, they will come no farther; ſo that they 
fell at Variance one with another, one crying you are: 
not come far enough; the others malig anſwer, 
you are gone too far: fo that the Contention roſe ſo 
high, that at length they hated one another as bad 
(nay ſome worſe) than thoſe they fled from. 

However, their ill gotten Intereſt began to decline 
by the light of the Goſpel, which was a Thing they 
always fear'd, tho? all their Art could no ways help 
it. Their moſt hated Enemy now prevailing, andlike 
ro get the upper hand, they then repaired to their old 
Refuge, which was Hypocriſy, and falſe gloſſing up- 


on it (fince they could not get ſhut of it) in Hopes to 


make this little Flock come into their Party, and 
take up Arms againſt their King, Chriſt Jeſus; but 
all to no. Purpoſe, for thoſe of them that loved him 
leaſt, loved him better than ſo to betray him. 

Wherefore, when all Hopes of reclaiming that lit- 
tle Flock (to their Intereſt) failed them, they never 
failed perſecuting them, that always proving their 
beſt Engine, and having no other Way to A the 
Inheritance of Chriſt, but this making Uſe of his 
Name, tho? they eſteem'd him no more than they for- 
merly did their dead Idols, only altering their Names 
to promote their Intereſt. 

For the dead Idols, having no means how to help 
their Intereſt, of themſelves, tnoſe that affected them 
muſt do it for them, by the Power of the Sword, = 
other 
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other Warlike Engines, or otherwiſe it muſt go 
down; but Chriſt Jeſus was the living God himſelf, 
who wanted no ſuch Aſſi ſtance, neither would allow 


any fuch Methods to be taken to ſupport his Intereſt, 
for his Conqueſt was by ſuffering, which gain'd al- 


ways more. Ground in true Religion, than all the 
Swords that ever were drawn could do. 


And really it is too much to be fear'd, that who- 


ever either offers Offence or Defence in the Name 
of Chriſt, makes but ſmall Account of his God-Head, 
which is Omnipotent; for if it be thro? Zeal, it is 
really without Knowledge, but if any People will go 
to War in Pretence either to enlarge or defend his In- 
tereſt, and yet own him to be the Living and 
Allpowerful God, muſt needs have ſome ſiniſter End 
in view: as it has always been ſeen, that whoſoever 
fought with the carnal World to enlarge Chriſt's 
Kingdom, if they conquered, they always took the 
whole Revenue to themſelves, and Chriſt was ne- 
ver a whit the better for it; for Hypocriſy is no 
Chriſtianity, but the contrary : for whoſoever are 
forced into a Religion, or any Parr of it againſt their 
wills, are only made many fold more — 
hateful to God, and dangerous to their Neighbour 
wherefore whoſoever forced them ſo were no Friends 
to Chrift, let them pretend what they would. 

For thoſe that pretended to fight for it were always 
themſelves the foreſt againſt it, they being of thoſe 


who by making Uſe of his Name were his only Ene- 


mies as ſhall be ſhown (God willing) but whether of 

rance, or not, I am no Mans judge; how- 
ever ſuch martial Part taking with him he never re- 
quired, nor never would allow, and former Expe- 


rience plainly ſhows us, that it is altogether needleſs. 


For under the Law, when they were to fight: for a 
worldly Kingdom, whilſt his People depended upon 
him, even if the Multitude of their Enemies was 
ever ſo great, and they ever ſo few, thoſe great _—_ 
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titudes were always deſtroyed before chem; ſo that 
his People had nothing to do, but make the Motion 
as if they had been fighting, and take up the Plunder 
of their conquered Enemies. 
Wherefore it is wonderful, that any People ſhould 
think that he is not fo able to help in his own Cauſe 
now, as he was then; except they abſurdly think, 
that he is debilitated thro* Age, or that he lies under 
a ſtate of Death, as the Fews laid him; and if either 
of which be their Belief, or any fuch Thing, they 
had as good not believe in him at all; and if they be- 
lieve that he is the true and omnipotent God, it is 
but loſt Labour to employ the feeble Arm of Fleſh 
to fight for him. | 
But fighting was never an Ordinance of God ar 
all, but to ſhow the ſavage Nature of his Ene- 
mies he permitted them to deſtroy one another by 
that unlawful Means; for had they lov'd God, t 
would have loy*d one another, but as they hated God, 
and could by no means come at him to hurt him, 
they wrecked out their Hatred one upon another. 


— _ — — 
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Td UT their crafty Enterpriſes that Way being de- 
feated ſo that their Hands could not find the 
Way to effect them, their next Care was to work 
their Wits another Way, and that by new-invented 
Wiles to enſnare ſuch as, by Force, they could not 
compel; and that was, by miſconſtructing the true 
and real Ordinances of Chriſt, and caſting of them 
quite away, and introducing other ones, and pretend- 
ing to imitate Chriſt in them; and that took better to 
their Purpoſe than all their former Inventions ; for 
that, in ſome Meaſure, intoxicated the whole Body 
for ſome Time. X 
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For the Ordinances of Chriſt, otherwiſe called the 
Fruits of the Spirit, are Love, Foy, Peace, Long- 
Suffering, Patience, Forbearance, &c. with all the 
reſt, ordering them 0 be wiſe as Serpents, and harm- 
le as Doves ; and to humble themſelves, ſo as to do 
all good Offices to one another, ſuppoſe it were even 
to waſh one another's Feet, without Queſtion of De- 
grees or Stations in this World; he himſelf alſo giv- 
ing them an Example; and alſo a Command along 
with it, that as he did by them, ſo ſhould they do by one 
another, which was all the bodily Exerciſe that ever he 
enjoyn'd them, beſides preaching and teaching ; the 
Apoſtle gives a Reaſon for it, becauſe bodily Exer- 
ciſe profits little, and therefore no Streſs to be laid 
upon it. 

But inſtead of theſe holy Ordinances, there muſt 
be imitable ones introduced, ſuch as Water-Baptiſin, 
the Supper of the Lord, Matrimony, Pennance, Ab- 
finence, Union, and the Lord knows what; but 
they were very careful that they would introduce no- 
thing to Chriſt's Diſnonour, that did not make 
ſomething for their own Profit, for what they could 
not make Money of, leſs or more, muſt not be re- 
garded; all Trades muſt live, and they could not at- 
ford to abuſe the Goſpel for nothing, for if they 
had not a good Portion in this Life, they expected 
none in the Life to come. 

But where Truth is to be abuſed, Reaſon muſt be 
quite laid aſide; for where there are three Baptiſms, and 
but one to be continued, it is but reaſonable that they 
ſhould continue the moſt abſolutely neceflary ; now 
the firſt was that of Water, and only inſtituted by 
Jobn as a Preparative for the third, to let us ſee that 
a Baptiſm, or an Initiation, was abſolutely neceſſary ; 
but he having no Power to diſpenſe the Spirit, that 
not being his Commiſſion, therefore he officiated with 
the Element of Water ; bur he tells you he was to 
decreaſe and ſo he did in his Time, and ſo muſt 
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Water too in Time, for ir is of na eternal Subſiſ- 
tence, and therefore not abſolutely neceſſary, 
but only occaſionally for that Time. The ſecond is 
that of Death and Suffering, Mark x. 38, 39. and 
Luke xii. 50. which is only abſolutely neceſſary if 
called to. But the third is that of the Spirit, and is 
abſolutely neceſſary, and therefore to be continued, 
ſince there is but one Lord, one Faith, and one Bap- 
tiſin. 8 é 
"a to the firſt, they had as many Lords as ever the 
heathen Gentiles had, and made themſelves as great, 
exerciſing Dominion over the Son's Inheritance; for 
thoſe that had caſt him out, and kilPd him, were de- 
ſtroyed according to their own Judgment, and theſe 
took Poſſeſſion; but the true Heir, and Lord of Life, 
was by them allow'd no Share, nor Part in it. 

Now, Reader, you fee plainly how they have a- 
buſed that firſt Article of ove Lord. Now, is to be 
conſider'd the ſecond, which is one Faith, and that 
one Faith is Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, which they have 
alſo caſt off, to his great Diſgrace; for inſtead of fix- 
ing their Faith in him, they rather choſe a Log of 
Wood for their Saviour, which is the Croſs he ſuffer'd 
upon, which they Adore and Worſhip, more than 
they do the whole Trinity of Perſons ; and alſo his 
Mother, who was but a very Woman, as other Wo- 
men, ſhe mult alſo be worſhip'd with divine Honour, 
far above Chriſt. . 

Nay, St. Anthony's Arm, as they call it, which 
was but the Piſſel olf a Stag, and Thomas Becket's old 
Shoo, had more Honour and Reſpect pay'd them, 
a thouſand fold, than ever the Son of God had pay'd 
him by them; ſo that their Faith was no Faith, but 
falſe and fictitious, and forcing thoſe that adher*d 
to them, implicitly to believe every Thing that they 
were pleaſed ro impoſe upon them, and they muſt 
dearly pay them too, for that Abuſe ; for they muſt not 
want {ſufficiently wherewithall to facrifice to ix 
: „ 
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Gods, which are their Bellies; ſo that the Faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt, was turned by them into Faith in their 
own Bellies; for find them but Money enough, and 
go not about to undermine their Intereſt, and do elſe 
whatſoever you pleaſe. 

So that it is but Money enough, and you may do 
the worſt Actions that ever the Deyil can direct, and 
there ſhall be no Law, divine nor human, to correct 
it; wherefore, Reader, conſider ſeriouſly with thyſelt 
what ſort of Faith this is, or whether there be any 
ſuch Thing to be found i in the Truth, or what Reaſon 
can any ways agree to it. Now, Reader, take a ſe- 
rious View of all their Ways and Actions, this not 
being the hundredth Part of 4 and ſee, whether, 
in thy Opinion, (be of what Opinion ſoever) they are 
not altogether diabolical. 

The third Article being Baptiſin, of which there is 
but one alſo, and that one being the Initiation into 
the Holy Trinity, equally by their Diſtinctions, with- 
out any mention of Water, Matt. xxvili. 19. yet the 
Baptiſm of the Spirit was not like to bring in ſo 
much Money, as that of Water, tho' we do not hear 
that John ever made one Penny of it, neither have 
we any Reaſon to believe he did, by his auſtere Way 
of Living, tho', doubtleſs, theſe Men think him a 
Fool for his Pains. 

However, ſimply dipping or ſprinkling with Wa- 
ter to a tender Conſcience, had been little to be ca- 
vill'd at, whether or not, had they not hedged it in 
with ſo many dangerous and ſuperſtitious Ceremonies; 
but Men muſt do ſomething for their Money, elſe 
how could they expect it; for, beſides all their other 
nonſenſical Fooleries to amuſe the deluded People 
withall, which we leave them to Act over again, ex- 
cept it pleaſe God of his Mercy to reclaim them, they 
muſt add dangerous Vows, and impoſe them upon 
People, even ſuch as were ſimply impoſſible to be 


kept, or performed by ſuch as were nearly concern 25 
| muc 
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much leſs poſſible for Strangers; but on pretence 
of making one poor Innocent a Chriſtian, they muſt 
zerjure three or four; and becauſe Chriſt admoniſh'd 
TT; whe if they made a Vow, not to defer to pay 
it, but if they did not vow they did not Sin; there- 
fore theſe Enemies of Chriſt took that Opportunity 
to load the People with ſuch Vows as were altogether 
impoſſible to be kept, by which Means they ſhould 
unavoidably ſin, and that even at the Celebration of 


what they perſuaded the People is a ſolemn holy Sa- 


crament; for which Offence they were ſure Chriſt, if 
he were the Son of God, which they did not, believe, 
would caſt them off; for in all Nations, Perjury is 
held'to be fartheſt from Felicity. . 

If this be not Malice and Hatred of Chriſt, fo to 
contradict him in his Laws and Ordinances, and ſet- 
ting up their own in contempt of him, and cauſing 
them to be obey'd too, I cannot tell what ought to 
be called Hatred or Malice. Whoſoever walks not 
according to the Scripture, in religious Performan- 
ces, may really be ſaid not to believe it, for if they 
believ'd it, they would walk in Obedience to it. For to 
what purpoſe 1s it to pretend to worſhip God, contra- 
ry to his Will? Or what greater or dangerouſer Ini- 
quity can be committed than Perjury? Or whar more 
deteſtable ? and yet how readily and willingly do 
People act it in this Kind, even that they never in- 
tend nor mind no more, nor yet have the leaſt Op- 
portunity to do. It is a hard Caſe that they can find 
no other Way to give one to Chriſt, without the Dan- 
ger of the Devil's getting four for it. But they ſay 
they had that Cuſtom from the Chriſtening of heathen 
Children, which makes my Aſſertion good; for if 
— did not acknowledge themſelves to be Heal bens 
ſtill, why ſhould any one vow to ſee their Children 
brought up Chriſtians ? It appears by this, that the 
Vertue of the Sprinkling wears off before” that thoſe 
have Children of their own, and they becoming Hea- 
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thens again, their Children muſt be done by as Hea- 
thens ; wherefore, they need no other Witneſs to prove 
them Heathens till, as I have inſerted, only their 
Names changed for Advantage. 

Pray what Vows or Injunctions did Jobn the Baptiſt 
lay upon ſuch as he baptized? Such Vows and Oaths 
are as impoſſible to be kept as the Ceremonies of the 
Law were; and ſince Chriſt came to free us from that 


impoſſible Bondage, it is very grieyous that we ſhould 
eſteem ſo little of ſuch an unſpeakable Benefit, as not 


to accept it; but tho? we do not, with the Jets, con- 


tinue the old Ceremonies, yet we have framed to our- 


ſelves others as hard to be performed, and more dan- 
gerous to be broken; ſo that we have quite contem- 
ned the Benefits of Chriſt againſt ourſelves, by thoſe 
unwa rrantable Injunctions. | 


It is very ſtrange that the brute Beaſts, by the in- 


ſtinct of Nature, know how to do by their Young, 


and Man that has Reaſon, the Image of God, ſtampt 
upon him, with the Truth alſo to direct him, cannot 
come up to that Perfection of a Brute, without being 
bound up with Vows, | tho? leſs performed by many, 
than even by the brute Beaſts. What an unreaſona- 
ble Thing is it that Men ſhould forfeit their Reaſon 
to that Degree, and eſteem themſelves leſs, even in 
natural Reaſon, than the Beaſts that periſh? 

But it is to be lamented that many there be which 
will hear no Reaſon, nor yet underſtand the Truth, 
and therefore there is nothing to be done with them, 
but leave them where we found them. 

But others there be which will bleſs God that ever 
they ſee this ſmall Warning, and therefore will re- 
ceive it accordingly, which, when receiv'd, will deli- 
ver them from many Troubles in this Life, and Dan- 
gers of Deſtruction in the Life to come. For however 
Cod may be pleaſed to extend his uncovenanted Mer- 
cy, which we have no Proof of, yet we are not to run 
on in Sin to the higheſt Degree upon ſuch vain Bene 
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Articling in all Caſes would anſwer the fame End, 
and deliver the World from a Multitude of Sin. 

Beſides, what Children are worſe taken Care of than 
ſuch who have ſo many ſworn to take Care of them? 
But that is the Curſe that attends broken Vows, for 
God will not clear the Guilty; but I am ſorry that 


ſome, who in many Things have ſo fairly eſcaped ſo 


many Dangers, from thoſe deadly Enemies of Chriſt, 
ſhould yer ſtick ſo faſt in ſuch dangerous Mud; for 
thoſe who give the Charge to the Parent only, tho? 


he be but one, yet he muſt be a deep Partaker of 


that Guilt; for neither is he capable to keep ſucha 
heavy Charge as he ought, neither when the Charge 
is laid upon the Child come to Age, is the Child it- 
ſelf capable to keep ſuch a Vow as it ought, altho? it 
be their Duty, without a Vow, to doit. | 
Wherefore, our Saviour foreſeeing thoſe Diſconve- 
niences, gives his Advice not to ſwear at all, by any 
manner of Oath, and then there can be no Sin in the 
Breach of a Vow that was never made. He tells his 
Diſciples alſo, after his Reſurrection, that Jobn 
indeed baptized them with Water, but they ſhould be 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many Days hence; 
and ſince there is but one Baptiſm, that muſt certain» 
ly be it, if we regard the Truth. | | 
But that Baptiſm in their own Blood, wherewith 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were all baptized, they have 
laid quite aſide, for that brings Pain without Profit, 
which is no ways agreeable to their Conſtitution ; bur, 
ſay they, we had our Time of that before we had 
Power to reſiſt, But, I anſwer, it was not you that 
now have the Power to reſiſt, that ſuffer*d at that 
Time; remember Biſhop Boner, and Biſhop Gardi- 
ner, and their 2 2 who always turned as 
the Times turned, and cauſed many to ſuffer, but 
would ſuffer nothing themſelves for any Religion, 
nor be baptized at all, with that Baptiſm wherewith 
they ſo liberally baptized others. Y 
| ut 
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235 We Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 
But theſe miſtaken Ordinances, of which this Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm is the firſt, muſt be called Sarraments; 
# Word that Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, never knew, 
nor never was any where to be found, but in the 
Prieſt's Invention; for the Word, in plain Engliſh, 
is privately or ſecretly ; and it is ſaid the Diſciples 
aſſembled ſecretly on the firſt Day of the Week, for 
fear of the Jets, butitis not ſaid that they dipt any one 
in thoſe ſecret Aſſemblies, and if they had, yer what 
caſion have they to retain that Name to it now, 
when it is ſo publick, that it is even dangerous to o- 
mit it. 
But the Name being no where to be found in the 
Truth, the Action muſt be agreeable ; for as it does 
not belong to the Truth, it muſt be uſher'd in with a 
Lie; for when they have ſprinkled the Infant, then 
ey repeat its Name, and fay, I Baptize thee, when 
As it is no ſuch Thing; for baptizing is dipping. 
Why cannot they as well ſay, I Rantize thee ? and 
that would be the Truth, becaufe it really is fo; for 
Iince Chriſt was pleaſed to term Liers the Devil's 
Children, and poſitively to forbid both Vows and 
Oaths upon any Occaſion, it is very unlikely that he 
would alſo accept them to be continued in his Church, 
or to make up holy Ordinances, and it is to no Pur- 
— to Maintain any Thing that we are ſure will not 
e accepted. > 
The next holy Ordinance is the Lord's Supper, 
which really is ſuch, and alſo is an incumbent Duty 
on all Chriltians to imitate it, as it was directed; but 
as it is made uſe of ſince the great Adverſary took it 
in Hand, I leave it to all judicious Readers to judge; 
for I cannot ſee that their Way of uſing of it now, 
bears any Reſemblance to that which Chriſt ordain'd x 
however People are blindly deluded. "ALE 2003 
For in the fr} Place, it was Chriſt in the Fleſh; 
his laſt Supper. Secondly, It was at the eating of the 
Paſſover, which was a plentiful Meal, whereof they 
FI were 
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The Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 47 
were to eat heartily and leave none, and if they did ic 
was to be burned the next Morning. Thirdly, It was 
eaten in a large upper Chamber. Fourthly, It was 
with twelve choſen Men, and one of them a * 
without any Women amongſt them. Fiftbiy, It was 
late in the Evening. Sixtbly, It was the eternal San 
of God incarnate, that was both preſent and diſtri- 
buted the Ordinance with his own Hands who afte 
the Ordinance was over; took a Towel and girdec 
himſelf, and waſhed his Diſciples Feet, commanding 
them to do the like by one another; alſo the Exhibi- 
ter of this Ordinance was to be, and alſo was, con- 
demned, and crucified the Day following. 

Now in anſwer to thexfir#, Chriſt is not now in the 
Fleſh, nor no more to be; and as to the ſecond, 1x 
was at the eating of the Paſſover which was dane a- 
way with the reſt of the legal Ceremonies, and was 
a plentiful Meal, and ſery'd for a common Meal, 
which now is converted into a little Morſel, not half 
a Mouthful, and that but once in a Month, or muc 
leſs, or may be never, or how each one pleaſes z anc 
at the moſt, if their Souls be not better fed with 1x 
than their Bodies, they would live but a ſhort while 
upon ſuch Kind of Feeding: And as to the third, 
it was then a large upper Chamber, but the whole 
Hauſe is little enough now, and thro? continuance of 
Time is become vaſtly large, and the upper Cham- 
ber is ſo ſunk, till it is become even with the Ground. 

Alſo, inſtead of eleven Saints, and one Devil, it 
is well if there be one Saint to eleven Devils, conſi- 
dering the broken Vows they are guilty of in their 
baptizing, and marrying, if there was nothing elſe; as 
ſhall be ſhown. Beſides, here are Women as well as 
Men, which were not there; it was alſo late in the 
Evening, and ſerv'd for Supper, now, it is generally 
about Noon, but no ways fatisfies for a Dinner. In 
the /x:h Place, it was the eternal Son of God that was 
the Exhibiter, but what intolerable Preſumption is it 
| in 
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rſonate, or pretend to imitate, the pure and ſpotleſs 
amb of. God, except he had had a Command for it 
from his own Mouth, and alſo the divine Spirit to aſſiſt 
him, and that in ſome miraculous and humble Man- 
ner, that it may be evident to all, that he has a Com- 
miſſion ſo to do; but as for the waſhing of one ano- 
ther's Feet, altho* they were commanded to do it 
(and doubtleſs did in all good and humble Offices to the 
Houſhold of Faith) yet our Profit-Mongers, now-a- 
days, lays it wholly aſide ; it is too mean, too pain- 
ful, and too little Money for it; for thoſe that had no- 
thing to give would require the moſt Pains, but for 
theſe which they hold up for imitable Ordinances, 


for thoſe that cannot pay, there is but little Pains, and 
that both clean and genteel; and thoſe that are any 
ways able, muſt pay them to the full Extent by force. 


But all this, tho* moſt erroneous, is in Compari- 
ſon nothing to what was further invented to degrade 
the Lord of Life, even in this ſame pretended Ordi- 
nance; for, firſt, they pretend to create, or make 
him, who himſelf made all Things of nothing ; than 
which there cannot be greater Blaſphemy, and when 
he is made, they muſt eat him, which is manifold 


Degrees worſe than the Cannibals ; for they will not 


eat one another, much leſs their God if they own a- 
ny; but theſe Mock-Chriſtians muſt eat him, and fo 
fruſtrate the Promiſe of God, which was that his 
boly One ſhould not ſee Corruption; but they who hated 
the Father no leſs than the Son, reſolv'd they would 
make him a Lier, for they would ſhow as many as 
would believe them, that they would reduce his ho- 
ly One to ſee Corruption at their own Pleaſure, and 


that in their own corrupt Paunches, where they were 


ſure they could not be circumvented. 
Well now he is eaten, and alfo turned to Corru 


tion, and what then? why then te could nor remain 


there, as others might do in their corrupt Graves; no, 


theſe 


in any mere Man, that is a Sinner by Nature, to 


The Golden Rule of Divine Philoſophy. 49 


theſe Miſcreants muſt make a little more Game of 
him, for he muſt be voided out again, upon ſome fil- 
thy Dunghil, or in ſome ſtinking Vault. O abomi- 
nable to Humanity ! what ſincere Chriſtian can reflect 
upon ſuch, more than diabolical Actions, but with 
the greateſt Abhorrence and Heart-Melting, to ſee 
their deareſt Lord's Memory thus abuſed, and dare 
not find Fault, no not for their Lives in many Pla- 
ces of the World, but 1 7 where ſuch inhuman 
Wretches have Power? If it be of Love, or Goodwill 
to him, that they do it, ſurely they will not take it 
ill if he ſhould treat them with ſuch like Quarters to 
all Eternity; for it cannot be ſuppoſed that he will 
love them worſe than they did him, becauſe it is im- 
poſſible, except with Almighty Power; doubtleſs . 
therefore, their Love ſhall be repay*d with ſuch Love 
again comparatively. | 
But this is not al neither, for if they can but have 
any Suſpicion of any one that loves Chriſt any better 
than to ſerve him ſo, then ſuch muſt undergo all their 
hell-invented Perſecutions, and except they will free- 
ly deny the Lord that bought them, and frankly com- 
ly with all thoſe Diſgraces, and even joyn Hands in 
egrading of him themſelves, they muſt no leſs than 
ſuffer the moſt cruel Death, that ever either Earth 
or Hell invented, which 1s burning IE in a publick 
Aſſembly. But no Chriſtian can be a Perſecutor; it 
is impoſſible. | | 
But they ſay, that he told his Apoſtles, that it was 
his Body which he gave them, he told them alſo, that 
it was Bread and Wine which be gave them, and their 
own Senſes and Reaſon ſhow'd them, that it was Bread 
and Wine, that were broken and ſhed by him, which 
he alſo gave to them, for as for his natural Body then 
preſent, it was whole and ſound, and alſo in a good 
State of Health; bur as it is impoſſible to hate Rea - 

ſon, and love the Truth, therefore they muſt wholl 
abandon the firſt Perſon in on bleſſed Trinity, whic 
Py 
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is Reaſon, that they may the more tolerably Abuſe 
the ſecond, which is Truth, and quite deny all the 
Operations of the third Perſon in themſelves, which 
is the Holy Spirit. | 

And tho? he called it his Body, it was neither Ex- 
ror nor Miſtake in him, altho' it was not his na- 
tural Body; for as he himſelf created all Things of 
no Subſtance, but himſelf, then all Bodies may very 
reaſonably be called his Body, becauſe they are 
wholly of him; and Wine may be compared to his 
Blood, becauſe it is really of him, and reſembles 
Blood, and Water alſo may be compared to Spirits, 
or Juice, as it is to be found in a natural Body; 
but theſe God-Eaters will have it their Way, becauſe 
it is the Maſter-Piece of their Invention, whereby 
they can degrade and abuſe the whole Trinity of Per- 
ſons at once. 
But why do not thoſe who pretend to perſonate him, 
difpenſing of Bread and Wine, which he never com- 
miſſion'd any to do, perſonate him alſo in waſhing of 
one another's Feet, and in all his Sufferings and Cru- 
cifixion upon the Day following, and allo to rife a- 

in the third Day, and then we will believe that 
they have a Commiſſion for the other alſo; but they 
only follow him for the Loaves and Fiſhes, but diſert 
him in his Sufferings ; but all that I can do for them 
is to abhor their Malice, lament their Ignorance, and 
ſhow them the Truth. | 
For Chriſt, who loved his own, loved them to the 
End, and he gave them a Token to know themſelves 
by, whether they were his Diſciples or no, and that 
was by loving one another ; beſides, he told them that 
if they did not love him above all other Relations, 
tho* ever ſo near; they were not worthy of him; for 
which he gave them this Rule for their Remembrance, 
that as often as they eat Bread, and drink of any manner 
of Liquid, they ſhould do it in Remembrance of 
him, which 1s generally three Times in a Day, or 
h k more, 
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more, and by that Means he would be butvery little out 
of their Thoughts; for if their Bodies, that are but 
of a temporal Being, have need to be 4 Pat ag fo of- 
ten, with the Elements of temporal Foodz much 
more the Soul, that is of an eternal Continuance, 
has need to be fed with the Food of Life which came 
down from Heaven, upon the Strength of which it 
muſt aſcend thither, or not at all. 2 
And the Apoſtle ſeems well to ſupport that Aſſer- 
tion, when he ſays, whether therefore ye eat or drink; 
or whatſoever ou do, do all to the Glory of God ; but 
this monthly Ordinance turns that quite out; for con- 
trary to that, how much Vanity, or Profaneneſs, 
frothy Diſcords, no Thoughts of Chriſt, or Piety at 
all; is to be ſeen at moſt of our ordinary Eatings and 
D rinkings, which is a Shame to fee, and a Grief to 
any well diſpoſed Chriſtian ro conſider ; for if Eating 
and Drinking unworthily, be Eating and Drinking 
Damnation, not diſcerning the Lord's Body, then faith- 
fully diſcerning the Lord's Body, when we eat and 
drink, is the Duty requited of a worthy Chriſtian z 
which is an eaſy Taſk required of us, in order to onr 
Acceptance ; for it is not reaſonable, that whilft we 
re even over-charging of Nature, ſometimes with 
Eating and Drinking, that oftentimes coſts us fore 
Labour the acquiring, and in the mean while to ſtarve 
our Souls; or ſuffer them to want what is fo cafy to 
be had, even without Money, or without Price, is un- 
reaſonable indeed. Feafts of Love, where Conver- 
(ation is held for building one another up in their moſt 
holy Faith, are very convenient, and no leſs than 4 
Chriſtian's Duty, becauſe practiſed by the Apoſtles, 
and Primitive Chriſtians; but as it is practiſed now in 
the Name, of an Ordinance, how hke to the former, 
J leave to any judicious Reader to judge. 

The next Thing to be conſider'd is Marriage; and 
that muſt be done with a great many ſolemn Vows 
too, which are very 12 ſooner made than —_ 
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then the Curſe of God upon broken Vows attends 
that unhappy Marriage which makes ſo many of them 
unhappy, ſo that one in a thouſand anſwers not the 
End for which they were intended. For a Man, be- 
fides all his other Vows, to vow, and ſwear to endow 
his Wife with all his worldly Goods, it is a hard Taſk, 
conſidering many Men's Extravagances, and all other 
Diſconveniences, which might be a Lett to him in caſe 
he really deſign'd it: But then when he comes to die, 
if he leaves any Thing in his Will to his Children, 
or any Friend, then muſt he go to the Grave with 
the Curſe of a broken Vow upon him, which all 
Men will allow to be a Sin, and alſo a Sin unrepent- 
ed of, becauſe he alter'd not his Will, and left all to 
his Wife before he died. He vows alſo to Love and 
Cheriſh ber, when perhaps it is contrary both to Na- 
ture and Reaſon, ſhe proving herſelf to be in all re- 
ſpects rather an Object of his Hatred. And ſhe vows 
to Honour and Obey him, when perhaps ſhe deſigned 
the contrary when ſhe made the Vow ; and ſo comes 
under the Curſe of a broken Vow by making it. 
What a wretched Contradiction here is in the ſame 
Words, wherein he vows all his worldly Goods to 
his Wife, binds whatſoever was hers before to him, 
to be at his Diſpoſal, and if he ſhould ſell all ſhe has 
the next Day, and make his own Uſe of it, without 
endowing her with one Penny-worth of it, there is no 
Law to contradict it, or yet to puniſh him for his 
Perjury. O what a wretched Condition is ſuch a 
World in, and yet muſt be called Chriſtian, when 
Heathens would abhor ſuch perjur'd Doings ; and the 
World is drawn into this Snare by learned Leaders, 
which have alſo got this horrid Iniquity efabliſhed by 
2 Law, both pro and con. 8 ; ; 
As for any Things which they call Sacraments, if 
they would not call them Ordinances, which 1s a Lie, 
and impoſe them upon other People, which is a great 
Wickedneſs, for that deſtroys Chriſtian _— 
| 4 * WK! 
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which all Men ought to enjoy, and no Man has any 


Right to deprive another of, for it is a Thing ſo de- 
ſirable, that no Man would be willing to be deprived 
of it himſelf, therefore Reaſon it is, and the Truch 
alſo atteſts it, that every Man ſhould do as be would 
be done by; otherwiſe it is Tyranny and Oppreſſion: 
I fay, that every one might uſe his own Diſcretion, 
as to his own Part, ſo be he offend not his Neigh- 
bour with them, for wo to bim by whom Offence cometh. 

Alſo all publick Offices muſt be enter'd upon with 
Oaths, 5 ſolemn Vows, which only makes ſuch 
Officers much more remiſs, than if there were no ſuch 
Thing impos'd upon them; for it is ſimply impoſſible 


for Fleſh and Blood to keep them as they ought. It 


is too much if they have the Sin itſelf to anſwer for; 
and not to have the guilt of Perjury always attending 
every Treſpaſs, which it may be is a thouſand Times 


leſs Sin in itſelf ; but as there is no enjoying a good- 


Convenience without a bad attending it, it verifies the 
old Proverb, Sell thy Soul, and buy a Commiſſion, for 
rather than wantit, many regards not what they ſwear, 
for they are not the more puniſhed for their Fault that 
they are perjured alſo. Wherefore whoſoever would 
keep a good Conſcience, as in the Preſence of God, 
is not at all qualified for any Office, or Place, or 
Poſt under the Government; which is very lamenta- 
ble; for rather whoſo would ſwallow ſuch Oaths, 
ought to be counted unworthy of it. 

herefore when they find they cannot keep them, 


then they, for the moſt Part, grow harden'd, and 
finding an impoſſibility to be true to their God, and 


keep their Place, they care not how unjuſt they be 
to Men. It is but all one Fault, they ſay, and ſo go on 
intheir Fraud and Deceit, which probably they would 
not have done, but for thoſe pernicious Oaths and 
Engagements, which are curſed for want of keeping; 
and it plainly appears to me that ſuch Things are not 
of God; for they have no Countenance of thoſe two 
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great Witneſſes, Truth and Reaſon, but are uſher'd 
m by that deſtroying Spirit of Antichriſt, to intoxi- 
cate, if it were poſſible, the very Eledt: For it makes 
the Serious, bad, and the Indifferent, a thouſand 
Times worſe than otherwiſe they would be. 

Wherefore the Advice of divine Truth is beſt, not 
to fwear at all, and that prevents that dangerous and 
damnable Sin of Perjury ; and alſo to make no Vows, 
for that is a Debt contracted te God, and muſt be 
pay'd, or Sin lies at the Door, for if they had not 
vow'd they had not ſin'd. A Vew, and an Oath, are 
all the ſame, by their own Confeſſion. Now it is 
faid, F any Man Sin he hath an Advocate with the 
Pather, even Feſus Chriſt the Righteous z but it was 
not ſaid to ſuch as willingly and wilfully ge on in 
their Treſpaſſes, but to ſuch as penitently repent and 
forſake their Sins ; but we never hear of one that re- 
pa of that kind of Perjury. We are taught; in the 

xth Petition of the Lord's Prayer, to pray that God 
would not lead us into Temptation, which is alcogethex 
juſt and contrary to his pure Nature; but it is an ex- 
cellent Caution for us not to lead one another into that 
Diſconvenience that we ourſelves would deſire to be 
deliver'd from. | . 

But all thoſe none- ſuch Injuries to the eternal Son 
of God, or rather to the bleſſed Trinity, are not all, 
for there muſt be Pardons, Indulgences, Supereroga- 
tion, baptizing of. Bells, and more than any Man can 
expreſs, to wreſt the Kingdom out of the Hand of 
the Son and Heir; but all they can do is only to ſhow 
their Malice, for as the Father is in the Son, and the 
Son in the Father, and as there is no knowing of the 
one, but by the Revelation of the other, and both 
are reveal'd to us by the Holy Spirit; their true I 
upon the Earth being Reaſon and Truth, . thoſe two 
great Witneſſes mention'd in Rev. xi. who, notwith- 
ftanding their great Power to deſtroy their Adverſa- 
ries, were, and are fo cruelly treated here upon Earth N 
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and tho? they have been killed to Appearance, and laid 
as it were dead for a Time, the Enemies even tri- 
umphing and rejoycing over their dead Bodies ; their 
raging Malice againſt them not ſuffering their Bo- 
dies to be buried; yet to the Enemies great Ter- 
ror 1 revive again, and be receiv'd up to their 
native Heaven, where their Enemy cannot come, bur 
muſt remain to abide that Fire wherewith they two 
lorious Witneſſes have Power to deſtroy their Adver- 
ary, or thoſe that hurt them. 

I mention'd before thoſe who made a party Eſcape 
from that Apoſtacy, but not particularly ; where- 
fore leaſt there ſhould be any N I ſhall 
give a more particular Account, who, and what 


be; and firſt there were the Greeks, who only caſt 


off the Pope's Supremacy ; and next there were the 
Lutherans, who caſt off a great many of their uſeleſs 
Ceremonies, yet retain'd Images, tho' they Worſhip 
them not: Then the Calviniſts, they threw away Ima- 
ges and the greateſt Part of the ſuperſtitious Ceremo- 
nies ; however there are many Sorts of Calviniſts, 
and ſome retaining more, ſome leſs of thoſe Ceremo- 
nies ; which is ſufficiently ſpoke of before. However, 
as is particularly ſhow*d, all of them retain'd ſome- 
thing unwarrantable, and inſtead of going on to per- 
fection, they rather declin*d again to defection. 

But there being ſtill a Thief in the Houſe unper- 
ceiv'd, which was prieſtly Profit, that one Thief 
ſtole away the Life of Religion, and cauſed many 
both uſeleſs and dangerous Obſervations to be retain'd, 
that otherwiſe would have been caſt off with the reſt; 
and whilſt ever that Thief is in the Houſe, it is of no 
purpoſe to ſhut the Door at all, for he quite robs Peo- 
ple of their Chriſtian Liberty, and makes them very 
Slaves to Lucre. For thoſe that profit by preaching 
are ſo blinded, that they neither can nor dare ſee 
the Truths of the Goſpel, for fear of bodily Loſs; 
and in order to ſupport their Gain, they mult not — 
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re& the Scriptures 'in the Spirit's Language, as hol 
Men of Old were directed to write it; but the ah 
put other Conſtructions and Meanings to it, and eve 
one his own Meaning, which has rent Religion all to 
pieces. But there is alſo Policy in that, for it cauſes 
a great many more to be imploy*d ; for if the * 
tures were all directed one Way, or even as the Holy 
Ghoſt has directed them to us, the People would be 
all of one Opinion, and then one Houſe would be 
enough for one Pariſh, and one or two Preachers in 
that Houſe ; but now every Sect 'muſt have one 
Preacher at leaſt, and ſome two, or three, or more, 
all which muſt have ſettled Salaries to make amends 
for their College Expences ; and every Party is ſo 
bigotted to their Opinion, by the Perſuaſion of their 
Preacher, that they have quite deſtroy*d that moſt 
excellent Grace of Charity; ſo that they believe one ano- 
ther to be no leſs than damned, becauſe they differ in 
Opinion from each other; ſo that what of all Things 
ought to unite People together in Love, is made by 
thoſe bene fic'd Preachers the only Cauſe of Hatred; 
ſo that inſtead of Love, there is nothing but Malice, 
Strife, Envying, Backbiting, Undermining, Circum- 
venting, nay ſometimes even killing and murdering 
each other, worſe than ſavage Beaſts. And thoſe 
learned Men, thro' a pretended Zeal, are the Cauſe 
of all, but whoſoever hath not the Spirit of Chriſt is 
none of his; how unlike to Chriſt then are ſuch Ac- 
tions? Who would not ſuffer even Self-Defence in his 
Name, nor for his Sake? and ſince they are not Chriſt's 
for Want of his inoffenſive Spirit, let them conſider 
whoſe they be, leſt for all their crying, Lord, Lord, they 
enter not the Kingdom of Heaven ; for Schiſm is not 
a Departing of one Faction from another, as ſome vain- 
ly aſſert, but whoſoever departs from the Purity. of 
Chriſt's Spirit, as it is revealed in the Goſpel, or o- 
therwiſe, of which the Departed and Deſerted may 
be both leſs or more guilty ; as is too evident, how- 
| ever 
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ever each endeavours to clear themſelves and condemn 
each other. And whatever Faction gets a Majority 
in Number in any Country, uſurps a Dominion, and 
whatever other Factions inhabit amongſt them, muſt 
be eyen robbed by a Law eſtabliſhed, for his Maſter- 
ſhips Maintenance ; which how unlike that is to the 
Golden Rule of Equity, let Reaſon itſelf be judge. 
However as the Promoters of the Goſpel at firſt 


were all Lay-Men, and very few Scholars amongſt 
them, if any, and they walked by ſuch Rules as the : 


Spirit of God directed them, without any unreconci- 
lable Difference amongſt them, it certainly was the 
Deſign of the Almighty that it ſhould continue ſo ; 
for as ſoon as ever they began to annex human Learn- 
ing as a neceſſary Qualification, the Goſpel Intereſt be- 
gan to decline; for human Learning was never of 
Chriſt's appointing, becauſe he /hanks his heavenly Fa- 
ther for biding the Myſteries of the Goſpel from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, and revealing them to thoſe who were 
but Babes and Suctlings in human Knowledge; beſides 
many other Scriptures to the ſame Purpoſe. | 
Who alſo in theſe latter Days has raiſed up a Sett 
of Lay-Men, to whom he has been pleaſed to reveal 
his holy Will, and to beſtow his Spirit; upon them, 
who has clearly diſcovered that Maſter-Thief, and 
Murderer, who has ſuch a gang of deſtructive Hell- 
Hounds always at his Heels. For worldly Gain by 
the Goſpel, was never ordain'd by: Chriſt, further 
than preſent Neceſſity required, which was a Bar a- 
Faint Pride, Ambition, and Vanity, and Oppreſ- 
ion, and Wrong, in cauſing them to pay for their 
preaching, by force, who would rather they ſhould 
hold their Peace : all which 1s ſo noxious to the Sim- 
plicity of Chriſt's Goſpel, that it bears no Reſem- 
blance, but of the contrary. _ +. 3 
However thoſe Lay-Men have fo. bound up thoſe 
Thieves, and by ſuch ſpecial Rules and Tyes, that 
they will never appear * Publick amongſt them; 
iT for 
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for they having pluckr up Profit by preaching, fo 
clean by the Roots, that all thoſe other pernicious 
Attenders muſt needs fade of courſe; theſe Men walk 
at Liberty in the Light of the Lord, and the Truth 
hath made them free, and nothing ſhall annoy them, 
for their Mind is fixed truſting in the Lord ; whoſe 
whole Study is to do bis Will, and walk in his Way; and 
take Directions immediatly from his Spirit, by which 
only the Scriptures are to be underſtood, and not by 
any human Acquiſition: For if that could find out 
the Myſteries of the Scriptures, there would be no 
Diviſions about it amongſt the Learned, becauſe they 
ſeem as if they contended who ſhould be moſt Profi- 
cient that Way, but they that depend upon the Spi- 
rit of God to reveal the Scripture to them, they are 
taught of God, and have no need of Man's teaching. 
There is none can underſtand the P/alms of David 
by any human Acquiſition; for he ſpeaks ſo propheti- 
cally and parabolically of Chriſt, and himſelf, that 
without divine. Afiſtance, no Man can tell at all 
Times, whether he ſpeaks of himſelf or of Chriſt. I 
have heard one of thoſe methodical Preachers, and one 
of great Reputation too, preach from that Text of the 
Pſalms, where it is ſaid, and I kept my ſelf from mine 
Iniquities, Pſalm xviii. 23. how ſhould that anſwer 
to Pſalm xxv. 7. or Pſalm xxxii. 5. with many other 
Places; Reader take notice for thy own Satisfaction. 
„Of which he made three Sermons, alluding all to Da- 
vid himſelf, which was utterly falſe, for David's Ini- 
quities could not be his, before they were committed, 
either in Action or Reſolution, - and if they were 
committed in either, then he did not keep himſelf 
from them, which makes the very Words a Contra- 
diction in themſelves; but he ſpoke of Chriſt who 
took upon him our Iniquities, and then they were his 
by Imputation, yet kept himſelf pure and unſpotted 
from them all; which is Truth, and ſufficiently poſ- 
ſible without the leaſt Contradiction. he 
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I have alſo taken Notice, that when the Enemies of 
the Goſpel could by no Means get it extinguiſhed, 
but rather by the divine Providenc of God, it grew, 
and prevail'd, and Printing coming in Faſhion, then 
it was but Vanity to attempt its Extirpation any more, 
altho* they often did in vain. Then their Inventions 
muſt be upon the Anvil once more, and as they never 
wanted Antidotes againſt all former Diſeaſes, they muſt 
have one alſo againſt this; and that was to invent Fic- 
tions, to divert People from reading of the Scriptures, 
to which all ingenious Heads mult be at work ; which 
Stratagem took to a vaſt Degree, and ſo filled the 
World ſo full of amazing Wonders, and fictitious 
Lies, that it has prov'd a very Infection, and rather 
incouraged, than any ways forbid the People to believe 
that they were all Truths, in ſome Myſtery or other, 
and really intoxicated many that might have been bet- 
ter diſpoſed, if better exerciſed. 

But it is to be lamented that that Practice was not 
left to themſelves ; for the Reformed, tho? they did not 
take their Way in „ cg Lies, yet they 
write every one his own 
the Scriptures, which has prov'd to little better Pur- 
poſe than the former, if not worſe in ſome Reſpects; 


for every Profeſſion writes according to his own No- 


tions, and every one a ſundry Way ; fo that without 
the real Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, no one knows 
what or whom to believe: he affirms his Way to be 
beſt, and he, his Way ; and inſtead of either of them 
being beſt; there is none of them ſo good as they 
ſhould be; and though they are all ſenſible of it, yet 
they are all ſo blinded by worldly Advantages, that 
they will rather run all 3 than part with an 

Thing of their beloved Mammon; however almo 

every one of them muſt write Books, more or leſs, 
to ſhow to the deluded World the Strength of their 
Brains, their Ingenuity, and Induſtry, and College- 
Acquiſitions, and to eterniſe their Name for holy Men; 
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when in the mean Time, moſt of them would hard! 
take leſs Wages to teach a better Profeſſion, ſuppoſl 
they believ d it to be ſo; which makes good the old 
Proverb, Whoſo ſerves God for Money, would ſerve the 
Devil for more Wages, which is very lamentable to 
conſider ; pray God amend it. 

- However theſe Books ſo far anſwers the End, 
that I in Charity hope they were not intended, that 
they hold People poling and poring upon ſomething 
they do not know what, nor are never a Whit the 
better for, and dangerous to be believ'd; that the 
Book of Books, which is Trath, and all Men ought 
to believe, is ſo much neglected, that thoſe that are 
even accounted pious Readers, ſcarce know what's in 
it, more than what they have pickt out of thoſe miſ- 
conſtructed Notions ; however there are none of thoſe 

tous Writers, but what would have their Books both 
read, and believed by all. But it People would take 
nothing elſe to do, it were impoſſible, although they 
never ſo much as look*d into the Word of God, to ſee 
whether /uch Things were ſo or no, as the noble Bereans 
did, but moſt people are ſo bigotted upon the Verity 
of their Preacher, that they will not believe the Scrip- 
tures before him. And when Variety of Profeſſions 
meets, they agree well enough, while they are diſcourſ- 
ing about the Devil, or his Works, and Ways; but 
whenever they fall on about Religion, then they fall 
all to odds, and begin to jeer and reproach one ano- 
ther, and even to hate and perſecute one another to the 
utmoſt of their Power, and ſo turn their Backs al- 
together upon Chriſt; for a Perſecutor cannot be a 
Chriſtian, and if they call themſelves Chriſtians, they 
are Liers, or otherwiſe they mean ſomething elſe by 
that Name; for Chriſt the Son of God would allow 
of none; he would rather wander in the Night, than 
any ways perſecute thoſe that refus'd him Lodging z 
and ſeverely rebuked his Apoſtles'for ſuch a Motion, 
and all that love him likewiſe abhor it, becauſe it is fo 
nt Contrary 
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contrary to all Reaſon ; for no one would willingly be 
ſerved ſo; wherefore it is Height of all Tyranny and 
Cruelty, and ought to be abhorred even of human 
Authority, much more of that called Chriſtian. 
Here is alſo a great a-do about the interpreting of the 


antient Fathers, which only as private Men ſhow 


their Opinions, and the then Cuſtoms of the Church, 
and ſome of them quite differing from each other. 
Therefore what is that to us, ſince we have @ ſurer 
Word of Prophecy, towhich we do well, if we give beed, 
and they would have done well if they had never writ, 
ſince the Scriptures, which no Man dare deny, were 
pen'd by the Operation of the Spirit of God, are ſuf- 
ficient for our Inſtruction : and ſuppoſe no one has 
any ſuch Opinion of thoſe they call antient Fathers; 
and alſo endleſs Amuſements, and no needful Intelli- 

ence is to be found in them, becauſe they are notto be 

epended upon ; beſides, what were they more than 
other well inclin'd Men? and all ſuch may as well be 
termed antient Fathers as they ; only ſome of them 
deſigned well by their Writings, but being too prolix, 
they became unprofitable Amuſements 3 which has 
done a great deal of hurt, but little or no good? The 
Scriptures of Truth being ſufficient for all Ages. 
For if all good Mens Writings (at leaſt thoſe that are 
eſteemed ſo) were called in for Witneſs to Truth, there 


would be ſo many Truths, that it would be impoſſible 


to know what is Truth; for every Sect would have 
a Truth of their own, and then there would be as ma- 
ny Truths as Reaſons, and both would become mere 
Fictions. I have not pretended to ſhow all the Miſ- 


takes and Abuſes in · Religion; becauſe I never knew 


the Half of them; but whatſoever unprejudiced Read- 
er comprehends feriouſly What is here inſerted, it will 
gradually lead him into the Knowledge of all the reſt, 
and alſo to diſtinguiſh ſound Reaſon and Truth, at all 
Times, and in all Caſes. 


Now, 
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- Now, Reader, here I have ſhown thee my Talent, 
and how in this Meaſure I have improved it; and if it 
does not pleaſe thee, blame not me, for I lay un- 
der a Neceſſity, in a great Meaſure, to do what I have 
done; and if thou ſee'ſt any Thing here that thou canſt 
not agree to, thou muſt apply thy ſelf to the ſame 
Rule in reading, as I did in writing, with the Di- 
rection of the two great Witneſſes Reaſon and Truth, 
with ſingleneſs of Heart, and without Prejudice, and 
then thou needſt not to fear a right Information; to 
which I leave thee, and the God of Peace give thee 
Underſtanding in all Things. Amen. 


Friendly Reader, 


Would not bave thee Labour under any Miſtake concerning what is 
Bere recommended to thee, for I have no Intention to recommend any 
Thing to the World, that is either new, or doubtful; but what in Cha- 
rity I hope a great Part of Chriſtians is labouring after, which is the 
Knawledge of the Truth, or what is abſolutely necefary to be known. 
A for the firſt Part of my Book, it is not for any Thing in it ſo neceſ- 
fary to Salvation, as to ſhow the Nature of the two great Witneſſes, 
fo long in the World, and miſunderſtood ; - whatſoever be the Caſe in 
Dueſtion, except divine Reaſon, and the expreſs Word of Truth agree, 
it zs not at all to be depended upon; and by their Concurrence, there is 
1 Queſtion ſo difficult, but what may be diſcuſſed without Danger of 
Miſtake. I do nat ſay but they may be both abuſed by Sophiſtication; and 
what is quite contrary to Reaſon, may find ſome Gloſs of a ſeeming 
Truth; but that is not at all my Meaning, and whoſoever thinks ſo, abu- 
fes both themſelves and me. And as for the ſecond Part it is only to 
the dangerous Errors that are generally upheld, and to ſet them 
forth in ſuch dangerous and dark Colours, as they juſtly deſerve, ſo that 
thou mayeſt be undeceiv d: For, as for my Part, I expect nothing to 
elf but 1/l-will, which I need not for my own Part, becauſe I am 
grounded in thoſe Things before; but it is in Obedience to a Call I had to 
it, and my natural Good-will to my Fellow-Creatures ; and if thou wilt 
cheſe, or if thou wilt refuſe, it is equal to me. I have diſcharged my 

Duty, as far as God by bis Holy Spirit has been pleaſed to direct, and 
if ibon frameſt any Thing to thyſelf, and miſcarrieſt in it, do not blame 
me, but thyſelf, for that great Recorder, Conſcience will.be an impar- 

tial Witneſs at laſt for us both. | N 1 8 
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